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Ray Green congratulating Kate Atkin-Smith.
Kate won the “Sorrento Bowling Club Best Sales 
Person of the Year” award (See story on page 52)
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From your editors 

Greetings to all our readers. We 
hope that you enjoy reading 

our September newsletter. 

First of all we would like to thank 
Alan Rolls and Egon Mikolajczyk 
for offering to help with the pro-
duction of our newsletters. It is 
great to have you guys on board as 
extra hands as this will help with 
the content, typing and layout. 

We were pleased to get the following positive feed back and comments about our 
newsletters:

“Just want to say what a terrific job you have done producing the June 
newsletter. You know you are forever raising the bar of excellence and thanks 
for a great read.” 
–Ron Magerl
“An excellent newsletter once again.” 
– Glen Larcombe
“Thanks again Neville and Denise, very, very pleasurable reading.” 
– Phil Oldershaw
“I still insist that it doesn’t get any better than this. A brilliant newsletter mate, 
that you should be very proud of”. 
– Clive Adams
“Congratulations to Neville and Denise Odell on producing their 50th 
newsletter. Neville, Denise and their team have once again produced a 
professional, informative and entertaining edition.”
 – Pauline Marsden.  
“Once again I applaud your excellent work in voluntarily collecting, collating 
and publishing the newsletter. You do a fantastic job pulling these newsletters 
together. I am sure that no one really appreciates the amount of effort you put 
in. Well done.”
 – Trevor Orton
“I actually still have all 50 of your newsletters back to issue No 19 when you 
started. You are a great and clever couple.”
 – Monique Kopec

“There was a young bloke called Neville,
Who published bowls news – on the level,

‘Bout things on the green,
(Some best never seen),

And some things in league with the Devil”
–Skew Wiff Watt
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Around our Club

John Collishaw’s four 
brilliant bowls with no-one 

else within cooee

Another full house! Ian Lucas took this 
photo one Friday’s Roast Night of members 

enjoying “comfort food”

Perhaps some eras are best 
forgotten. Trevor and Anne 
Orton at John Sturk’s 60th 

birthday celebration

“The Beauty and the 
Beast”

Jane McNamara, from the NBN Co., 
addressing a very interested and attentive 

group of members at the second of Jan 
Paniperis’ Information Talks. This talk was 
on the roll-out of the NBN and how it will 

affect us all.
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“WhAt mAkes my dAy”
  A smile in the morning
              It sure makes my day,
  A welcome to ask me 
      To come out and play?.
  The sunshine at dawning
      To ‘splash’ on the wall,
	 	 A	sign	of	fine	weather
      To hear a bird’s call. 
  The fog in the valley
      The light misty rains,
	 	 The	roar	of	the	traffic
      And the ‘rattle’ of trains.
	 	 The	sparrow	that	flutters
      In search of a crumb,
  The ‘bleat’ of a ‘poddy-calf’
      To call for his Mum.
  A message – an e-mail?
      From grand-daughter and son,
  It sure brightens the day
      With chatter and fun.
  My day is much brighter
      With friends dropping by,
  A kiss from a loved one
      A deep feeling sigh.
  A smile from the ‘postie’
      As he called at the door,
  A long ‘newsie’ letter
      From one you adore.
  These are the things
      That make my day bright,
  When God’s in his Heaven,
      And things are Just Right.

  – Skew Wiff
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Some “Did you hear/knows?”
Did you hear that someone stole four one kilogram blocks of cheese from our Club? 
When Ian Lucas wanted to make up the cheese and biscuit plates he discovered the 
“rats” had got to the cheese and he had to rush off to the IGA for some replacements.

 Did you hear that Herbie Eisenmann got co-opted to play for the State Master Builders 
team when they were short of a player? He got free kit, bowls and lunches! A bit later 
Tony Sabatino, also a Master Builder, suggested to Barry Bradshaw that he might like 
to join as well so off  Barry went to their AGM to sign up. This was just the start! The 
AGM was followed by a sumptuous dinner with wine which he thoroughly enjoyed. 
He then went on to Skipper the winning team in a game of bowls. This lucky team  
won a bottle of Scotch each. Not bad for the new Master Builder/Bowler! But there’s 
more. He bought a raffle ticket and yes it was the winning ticket with a bag as a prize. 
All in all a very good (boozy) day out for Barry Bradshaw.

Did you know that Ray Stapledon collects the “ring pulls” from aluminium cans and 
gives them to “Wheel Chairs for the Disabled” and they then make them into wheel-
chairs. So when you see him with his head in the bins around the Club he is not 
looking for his breakfast. Can you contribute to his cause? If so please start collecting 
ring pulls. John and Phillipa’s grandson collected 400 ring pulls which got him a box 
of chocolates from Ray!

Did you know that Eagles footy star, Nick Naitanui is using lawn bowls as a way to 
rehabilitate his knee? According to the West Australian the gentle pressure he puts on 
his knee helps improve his joint mobility after a knee reconstruction.

Did you hear that one Saturday in a Nominated Pairs game, Pat Dichiera managed to 
put down two “wrong bias bowls” in quick succession.? Having played brilliantly as a 
Skipper, the previous Thursday, we were all a little surprised at this lapse in concen-
tration so I asked my mate Grahame “Skewiff” Watt to write a poem:

The Skipper called me for a shot,
“A simple easy draw”,

But my bowl was slightly ‘biased’   
– And finished up ‘next door’.

My bonnie lies over the ocean,
My bowls seem to wander – by gee,
My skipper has caused a commotion,
Oh! Bring back that last bowl to me.

Did you know that Bill Long’s son Martin Long has a Thai restaurant in Broome which 
is in Short Street? Thanks to Jim Woodward for this useful bit of information.



�

A “Tiger” being attacked by two 
“Cougars” (one Friday evening)

Glenn Boston and his grandson

Danny Condon, Jaymie Hopkins 
and Ian Lucas enjoying the first 
“FFF Night”. The evening was a 
great success with delicious food 
and a great selection of music. 

Love was definitely in the air as 
members took to the dance floor! 
Danny was a superstar volunteer 
and everyone had the best night 

ever and everyone just LOVED the 
night, our Club and us!

 

more members in ACtion Around our Club

Glenn McCarthy and Lindsay 
Baker

Russ Lockwood and Frank Tyson
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Did you know that Trevors Carpets won a $5 million contract to carpet two hotels 
in Slovenia? They had to send eight carpet fitters to Slovenia to complete this order. 
Ray also tells me they had to re-carpet Adele’s change room at short notice, when she 
performed at the Subiaco Oval, as she was unhappy about the quality of the existing 
carpets.

Did you hear that Sorrento did well in the June Over 60s Carnival. Trevor Orton 
won the first prize with Tiger Hogan, Barry Stewart, Bob Mulroy, Rob Tozer, Peter 
Balcombe and Neville Odell all in the money?

Did you know that the Sorrento Women’s Winter Pennant team, playing at Innaloo 
on a Tuesday morning, won the 2nd round of the competition with 22 points to North 
Beach on 20 points? Well done to Wendy Saul, Coral Smith, Kaye Martin, Carmel 
Hyde, Jan Cook, Robyn Cooper, Fran Bracknell, Jenni Lockwood, Lee Leach, Judy 
Campbell, Larraine Brickell, Robyn Rowe, Robyn Van Mosseveld, Carole Ford, 
Nerrida Porteous and Jan Paniperis who all contributed at various times.

Did you know that Jim Woodward, in his younger days, was famous for being able to 
stand on his head whilst singing Good King Wenceslas? 

Did you know that at any event, the people whose seats are farthest from the aisle, 
always arrive last? They are the ones who will leave their seats several times to go 
for food, beer or the toilet and who leave early before the end of the performance or 
the game is over. The folks in the aisle seats come early, never move once, have long 
gangly legs or big bellies and stay to the bitter end of the performance. The aisle 
people also are very surly folk. Thank you to Barry Stewart who provided this “.Law 
of the Theatre and Football Stadium”.

Did you know that we have had confirmation from Paul Stinson, the manager of 
the Innaloo Bowling Club, that their undercover green is available on a Thursday 
afternoon in the winter if the Sorrento greens are closed due to bad weather. Please 
remember this and call our Club at about 12 noon to find out what is happening.

Did you hear that Jan Paniperis and Pauline Marsden managed to beat John Brown 
and Mike Carrigy 19-6 in a Nominated Pairs competition one Saturday afternoon? 
John and Mike then went onto to play Bob and Shelley Jeffs in the second round. With 
a bit of luck they managed to win the first end just as rain fell and the game was called 
off. They were heard to claim that they had won all the ends in their second game and 
had in fact kept the opposition scoreless! They then went on to beat Neville Odell and 
Trevor Orton the next week!
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Did you see this video when some bowlers objected to the Council bull dosing their 
bowling green? The Chadstone Bowls Club had had enough of Stonnington City 
Council wanting to demolish their green so they created this video. Click on the link 
and then scroll down to see the dancing ladies on Facebook.

https://www.facebook.com/residentsagainstthestadium/

Did you hear that Brian Kiely has been included in WA Amateur Football League’s 
Champion of Champions Hall of Fame? There will be a full write up with some photos 
in the next newsletter.

Did you hear that some bowlers at Merimbula’s Club Sapphire in NSW were forced to 
stop play after a black snake slithered out of the ditch and onto the green. After calling 
WIRES and finding out the local snake catcher was unavailable it fell to the players 
to move the snake out of the way. It took around 15 minutes to successfully move the 
snake and get back to the game. Onlookers were greatly impressed with the way a 
Mr. Ron Croker handled the situation with some saying he was just like the famous 
crocodile hunter – Steve Irwin. 

Did you know that Tim Murray is now the Deputy President of Bowls WA? The Board 
is comprised of a President, Deputy President and six Elected Directors. Brian Lucas 
is still one of the six elected Directors so we are well represented.
 
Did you know that in July Bob and Olga Mulroy became great-grand parents for the 
first time? They now have a lovely great-grand-daughter called Mikasa. 

Did you hear that a bowler from Innaloo, who is changing bowling Clubs, said that he 
would never join Sorrento. When asked the reason he said that one Friday afternoon, 
a few years ago, when he visited Sorrento for a game of social bowls he was booed by 
members when he was introduced by the organiser. Obviously his feelings were hurt 
by what was perhaps unintentional jeering. Were members perhaps booing the Club 
he was from? We also tend to boo winners when there is an announcement of “another 
popular win”. This is usually in jest but could be considered to be hurtful to some more 
sensitive souls. In Rugby Union in Ireland spectators may roar and curse and scream 
all game long, barrack the opposition yet the moment that a kick is lined up at goal 
there is not a whisper. Not a single, solitary peep.

Do you know why some members persist in making negative and unhelpful comments 
sometimes in a failed attempt at sledging? Are you guilty? One member was heard 
saying to another member “I’ve never seen you bowl so badly”. Does this sort of hurt-
ful and unproductive remark achieve anything other than a failed attempt to be funny 
with some “good natured witty banter? Again we need to ask the question “When is  
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this sort of comment amusing?”. One bowler had a go at an overweight bowler telling 
him that he looked like a “fat little Buddha sitting in the sun”. We also have a tendency, 
when we arrive at our designated rink, to say to our opponents “Not you again” or “We 
were hoping for an easy game”. This attempt at humour can easily be misinterpreted.
What about Thirds who abuse and criticise their Skippers with comments such as 
“My Skip has no idea of weight or grass”. Or Skippers who criticise their team with 
comments such as “My team couldn’t do anything right”.

Did you hear that an old bowler, playing with a mechanical arm, was accused of 
cheating although this was again probably in jest? Don’t forget that in time you might 
need a mechanical arm! The new www.bowls360.com.au website says that the use 
of prosthetic bowling arms has taken off in a big way across Australia, so much so 
that an estimated 15 000 people now use the devices to deliver their bowls. In WA an 
estimated 2500 bowlers use prosthetic arms for Pennants and social bowls – and the 
number is growing so please no more hurtful remarks.

Finally did you hear that one of our members was heard accusing the Match Committee 
organiser of fiddling to get himself a favourable draw. There is no way in the world 
that this organiser would ever do this sort of thing. Whether the comment was serious 
or again made in jest it is still totally unacceptable and no way to treat one of our 
dedicated volunteers who was later thinking about walking away from his so called 
“job”.

If you need to contact us our details are as follows: (08)9309 3108 or e-mail us at:
nevodell@bigpond.net.au

–Neville and Denise Odell

Presidents rePort As tAbled At the AGm

I present my report to the members of the Sorrento Bowling Club Inc. for the year 
2016/17. The past twelve months have seen new initiatives and concepts put in place 

by the Governing Council to ensure we maintain the high standards of operations set 
in 2015/16.

In 2016/17, the Governing Council has implemented the following plans and policies:
• Revised Strategic Plan “Continuing to thrive through to 2025”.
• Safe Transport Policy.
• Risk Assessment (OHS) Plan.
• Alcohol Management Policy.
• Capital Investment Plan 2017/18 – 2018/19.
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• Operational Plan 2016/17.
• Club’s Constitution and By-laws. 2017/18 review in progress.

These Strategies and Policies are essential in maintaining the high standards set by the 
Governing Council going forward.

The Club’s membership has seen a small increase in numbers; new members taking 
the place of members who have for one reason or another decided not to renew their 
membership.

As can been seen by the new sponsors’ signs around the Club, sponsorship has been a 
major growth area in the Club.

To have access to over 100 volunteers makes the Sorrento Bowling Club the envy of 
all Bowling Clubs in the metropolitan area of Perth.  These volunteers are the lifeline 
of our Club. Their efforts were acknowledged by organising an Appreciation Evening 
which was a great success.

The social events throughout the year have been resounding successes. Sell outs at all 
Friday night socials, biggest number of members attending Opening Day, an extremely 
successful Black and White Awards dinner and all other social events.

Communication plays an enormous part in the success of the Club’s operations. With 
e-mail and Facebook available, all news and Club updates are sent to members more 
regularly. Minutes of the Governing Council meeting are displayed on the Club’s no-
tice board and of course the Club’s quarterly newsletter certainly provides information 
to all members.  

Do you know that
• There has been a record number of bowlers nominating for State/Club events?
•  Community Bowls attracted over 80 bowlers to our Club?
• Women’s Saturday Division 1 Red were successful in winning the pennant? 
• Saturday’s 2-4-2 any gender pairs have had overwhelming support?
• All Club sponsored events have attracted many bowlers from other Clubs?
• Coaches remain busy with the influx of new members wishing to learn bowls?
• Social bowlers are still enjoying a good time on Friday and Sunday afternoons?
• The Croquet Club are looking for new members?
• The Darts Club Presentation Day was a great event? (Cannot wait for the annual 

donation by the Darts Club for 2016/17)
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These are only a few reasons why the Club has been so successful in 2016/17.

Although we were unsuccessful in winning the 
Bowls WA Club of the Year Award 2016/17, I am 
delighted to announce that for the second year in 
a row we were successful in winning the Clubs 
WA Club of the Year (Medium) Award. 

This award is in recognition of all the hard work the Governing Council and its busi-
ness units have put in over the past twelve months. This award is an award for all 
members.

It should also be noted that in the last few years the Sorrento Bowling Club has been 
successful in winning the Bowls WA Club of the Year Award and the Clubs WA Club 
of the Year (Medium) Award for two successive years. My thanks to all concerned 
in these great achievements and the credit our Club deserves. I would also like to ac-
knowledge Pauline Marsden who was the recipient of the Office Manager Award at the 
Clubs WA Awards Night.  I am sure you agree that this award was fully deserved.

I have had informal discussions with a few long-time members of our Club about this 
next special achievement.  They have confirmed that this is a first for the Sorrento 
Bowling Club. I would therefore once again recognise Pauline Bourne for her achieve-
ment in becoming the first Sorrento Bowling Club bowler in our history to become a 
“Champion of Champions”. Well done Pauline.

Again, I remind you that our mission statement of “being the best bowling Club in 
WA” is well on track.  Let’s all work together to ensure that our mission statement 
comes to fruition.

I would like to thank the other members of the Governing Council and our Appointed 
Director for their time and effort over the past twelve months for keeping our Club 
one of the most sustainable bowling Clubs in WA. Also, it would be remiss of me if 
I didn’t single out Pauline Marsden for her dedication to the role of Office Manager. 
Pauline’s work ethics and office management skills have played a major part of where 
we are today.

Finally, I would like to quote a very intelligent person within the Club: “We must be 
doing something right.”

– John Abercrombie
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treAsurer’s rePort

I submit my Treasurer’s report for the year ended 30 April 2017. Net Income for the 
year after depreciation was $52 368 (previous year $5124). Depreciation for the year 

was $32 188 ($32 122 for the previous year). 

The net income for the year is $14 140 higher as a result of a one off adjustment 
to recognise prepaid expenditure for the first time, in accordance with Accounting 
Standards.

During the year $85 369 of fixed assets were acquired. A grant of $12 000 was received 
to assist with acquisitions.

As at 30 April 2017 total cash on hand and in bank amounted to $155 877 (last year 
$109 003), total creditors, provisions and other payables amounted to $90 922 (last year 
$62 409), leaving net cash position of $64 955 (last year $46 954). Sundry debtors of 
$21 090 include an amount of $14 140 for prepaid expenditure, as previously stated.

Bar turnover for the year was $21 726 more than the previous year and net income 
from bar trading increased by $6 967. 

The net cost of running the bowls’ division for the year was $87 014, compared with 
$78 004 the previous year.

Net income from 
• Croquet was $943 more than the previous year.
• Darts was $806 compared to $2 630 for the previous year.
• Gaming was $382 more than the previous year.

– Pat Dichiera 

CAPitAl investment PlAn

The Governing Council maintains a three-year Capital Investment Plan that allocates 
and prioritises capital investment necessary to ensure that Club facilities, greens 

and surrounds are properly maintained and that future improvement and innovations 
are appropriately planned and funded.

Undertaking these works requires a considerable ongoing investment which is essential 
to ensure the longevity and prosperity of the Club. Capital investment in last financial 
year was:
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Major Capital Works Undertaken 2016/17
Greens 
Sprayer         $4 568
Greens Shed        $7 652  
Greens (trailer & blower)      $1 113  
Greens Sheds Upgrade       $1 043
Kitchen   
Convection Oven        $2 415   
Kitchen Equipment & Fit out   $54 323
Clubhouse and Bar
Sound System Upgrade       $2 959
Security System Upgrade      $2 871
Wall Mounted Hand Dryers      $1 804
Office
Web Design        $1 941
Croquet
Shed Lights        $4 680
Total Expenditure    $85 369

The biggest ticket items were the kitchen renovation ($56 738) and greens equipment 
($14 376). An additional $13 200 was provided for the kitchen refurbishment through a 
Federal Government grant.

Almost $23 000 has been invested this financial year on capital items including a 
Optidrive mower ($8422), convection oven ($2415) and computers ($2455).

Other big ticket items identified for this year include $22 000 for a 7.5 metre under-
cover area abutting the kitchen and $30 000 for remote toilets to be located between C 
and D greens. These projects will require significant additional grant funding in order 
to proceed. Two grant applications under the City of Joondalup’s Sports Development 
Program have been submitted for the undercover area. A grant application for the 
remote toilets will be submitted through the City of Joondalup and State Government’s 
Community Sporting and Recreation Facilities Fund (CSRFF) in November.

A second CSRFF grant seeking funding to assist with the proposed undercover syn-
thetic bowling facility on E-Green will also be submitted in November. Given the 
magnitude of this project however, it may be some time before the outcome is known 
and should it be favourable, member’s approval to commit the Club for its share of the 
estimated $1.3 million project will be sought at an AGM or special meeting.
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Funding for the Western extension of the Clubhouse will commence this financial year 
with building works undertaken post July 2018. This project will be funded by City of 
Joondalup however some aspects of the fit out may need to be funded by the Club.

– Pat Dichiera 

We need A mArketinG And CommuniCAtions strAteGy

How old is this woman? Well, if 
you said youngish, maybe early 

20s you would be right. On the other 
hand if you said old, late 80s perhaps, 
you would also be right. It just depends 
on how you interpret the picture.

Just as the picture is subject to inter-
pretation so too is communication. 
Communication is very much like 
this. Say something to a group of half 
a dozen people and what you said is 
likely to be interpreted differently. 

Only 30% of a verbal message is absorbed based on the words used. The remainder 
comprises body language, tone of voice, facial expressions and gestures. Expand that 
group to the 600 members of the Sorrento Bowling Club and add the wider community 
audience that we would like to engage with and effective communications becomes 
quite an issue. Add to that the complexities of non-verbal communications like e-mail, 
websites, Twitter and Facebook and you have quite a challenge on your hands.

The Sorrento Bowling Club community comprises people from all walks of life; vary-
ing age groups; varying interests like playing Pennants, social bowls and other sports 
or simply socialising. Some members are at different technology levels with some 
regularly using Facebook and other social media while others don’t have a computer. 

We are also interested in communicating with people within the general community 
who are not yet members. We  need to communicate with  potential bowlers and social 
members, people wanting to hire a facility and people in the wider community who 
may not even know that Sorrento Bowling Club exists.

While our  Club has a website, uses e-mail and has a great newsletter, it now requires 
a comprehensive communications and marketing strategy that:
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• Considers what we want to say. What are the messages and information that we 
want to impart and what feedback do we wish to receive?

• Who do we want to communicate with? Who are our discrete audiences such as ex-
isting bowling members, potential social members, people looking to hire a venue, 
older people and younger people, people who use social media and those that don’t, 
etc.

• How do we wish to communicate? What medium do we need to use such as a web-
site, e-newsletters and e-mail, quarterly newsletters, social media such as facebook 
and verbal communications through committees and over the microphone.

• What level of technology do we need? Not long ago a website was a website. These 
days they not only have to be mobile phone compatible but mobile phone app 
compatible as people increasingly use phone apps to search the internet. When 
searching with Google, people rarely go to the second screen. For Sorrento to have 
a presence in the top ten for related searches it requires an effective Search Engine 
Optimization (SEO) on its website.

Does this seem complex? Well, yes it is. But it’s essential that if we wish to effectively 
communicate and remain relevant within our broader community, this is a path that 
we must travel and at its end, if done properly, are significant rewards.

Would you like to help? While a marketing, management or communications back-
ground would be great it’s not essential. We are simply looking for members who feel 
that they can help with putting together and/or maintaining an effective marketing and 
communications process. Please contact Pauline Marsden if you would like to lend a 
hand. Your role can be tailored to your skills and interest and the amount of time that 
you would like to invest.

– Brian Lucas

WhAt does our Future look like?

Brian Lucas was telling me about a conversation that he had in the late 1980s with a 
prominent administrator at Sorrento. The Dart Club was struggling for members 

at the time, hampered by a $75 social membership joining fee for the Bowling Club on 
top of the Dart Club fees. His reasoning was that existing members had built the Club 
through their toil and new members had to pay for their effort. Interesting thinking! 
Fortunately Brian tells me the joining fee for social members was lowered to $10, 
the dart Club prospered and many dart players subsequently became full bowling 
members.

The Bowls Australia Strategic Plan asks bowling Clubs to consider “membership 
as a subset of participation and not the other way around”. The graph below shows 



��

Sorrento’s bowling membership in June 2015 and June 2017 by age. 
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You will note that our membership demographic comprises mainly bowlers aged 70 
and above and that there has been little change over the past two years. The issue here 
is that given the fairly high attrition rate for this age group because of health, mobility 
and other factors and the limited recruitment of new bowlers in the 40 to 60 age group, 
our membership base could reduce significantly over the next ten years placing greater 
financial strain on the remaining members. 

The challenge is how do we achieve this; filling the gap between existing and desired 
membership age groups and increasing our overall membership base?

One way is to identify and remove barriers that may be preventing participation, as 
was the case of the $75 joining fee back in the 1980s. We need to see lots of new people 
using our greens and enjoying the Clubhouse but this is unlikely to happen if we are 
overly precious about protecting what we believe to be ours. Naturally we must remain 
true to our Club culture and Club values.

So who are these prospective participants/members? Well you probably know them 
well. They are your children or at least people like your children. You know, in their 
40’s or 50’s, both parents work and share parenting responsibilities, very busy and 
time poor, with plenty of options to spend their time and money.

This was a proposition put to our many bowling committee volunteers at the Club’s 
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 some more oF our PArtners
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“thank you” evening held in August. The response was great with numerous innova-
tive ways to encourage more people into our Club.

If you have any ideas, see one of the Match Committee members or someone in the 
Governing Council or place a comment in the suggestion box located at the Western 
side of the Clubhouse. Your input will be most welcome. Kind regards

 –Abba – President

sorrento does it AGAin

The vision of the Sorrento Bowling Club is to be recognised as the “best bowling 
Club in Western Australia”. Such recognition can come from external parties such 

as BowlsWA and ClubsWA. Annually ClubsWA seeks entries from the 900 Clubs 
in WA, including bowling Clubs, to contest an extensive range of awards with their 
pinnacle awards being Club of the Year. These prestigious awards recognise strong 
performance across Club programmes, administration, environmental, training and 
development, community initiatives and Club initiatives.

Entries are grouped into “Small”, “Medium” and “Large” Clubs. The finalists in the 
“Medium” section were the Capel Golf Club, Halls Head Bowling and Recreation 
Club, Kellerberrin and Districts Club, Lesmurdie Club, Ocean Reef Sea Sports Club 
and the Sorrento Bowling Club. 

There was great anticipation among the 350 guests at the Astral Ballroom at Crown 
Perth on 17 June when the annual winners were being announced, particularly at the 
Sorrento table. To their delight Sorrento was named, for the second year in succes-
sion and the third time in five years, as ClubsWA’s “Club of the Year” for 2017 in the 
Medium size category.

Our Office Manager, Pauline Marsden, was also recognised for her exceptional lead-
ership qualities in Club Management and her efforts to improve our Club’s operation 
and achievements throughout the year.  The award was accepted by Pauline who told 
the audience that the Sorrento Bowling Club always tried to abide by the “Three C’s” 
and that our first priority was our Community and that we Care for one another and 
we are Competitive. 

The Sorrento Bowling Club also received an “Anniversary Milestone Award” certifi-
cate for our 40th Anniversary. In accepting this Certificate Trevor Orton commented 
that whilst Bowling Clubs are frequently facing the challenge of diminishing member-
ship, the Sorrento Bowling Club was continuing to thrive with a current membership 
of over 650. Pauline Marsden went on to say that Bowling Clubs are continually chal-
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lenged to adapt to a changing environment.  However, whether you enter the Club or 
step on the greens at Sorrento you will always be greeted with a warm and friendly 
welcome and that has not changed in 40 years and never will. 

It was interesting to see that the Moora Club located 177 km north of Perth in the 
Wheatbelt region of Western Australia, recently celebrated their 100th Anniversary.

Our special thanks must go to 
Brian Lucas for once again col-
lating our submission for the 
Club of the Year award. 

This year’s nomination was over 
60 mm (more than two inches 
for members who still prefer 
inches)  thick, containing jus-
tification to support the Club’s 
claims of excellence against all 
elements of ClubsWA’s compre-
hensive selection criteria and 

included a wide range of attachments and supporting documents.

On behalf of all the members, thanks and congratulations to the staff and every mem-
ber of Sorrento Bowling Club. The Club of the Year is your award and very well 
deserved.

  – Neville Odell

letter From tony krstiCeviC

Hi Pauline
Thank you for letting me know about the wonderful achievements and well deserved 
recognition that the Sorrento Bowling Club received at the ClubsWA Industry 
Awards at Crown Perth, held on Saturday 17 June.  My sincere congratulations to 
all members, with a special mention to the committee members and staff as it takes 
a lot of effort from many people to be able to not only achieve but also sustain such 
a high level of excellence within a Club. To win Club of the Year once again is an 
outstanding success.  It certainly does seem that the “Triple C” approach is one that 
works extremely well at the Sorrento Bowling Club.

Kind regards,
Tony Krsticevic – Member for Carine
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Good sPorts toP ACCreditAtion

Early this year, the Sorrento Bowling Club was congratulated by the Good Sports 
Programme for receiving accreditation to Good Sports Level 3, the highest level 

awarded to Clubs.

In acknowledging the Club’s achievement, Good Sports commented that “it’s great 
to see the Club checking off all the items in your personalised action plan and taking 
part in the largest preventative health initiative in Australian sport. Creating a healthy 
Club culture is a team effort and when we work together we achieve an environment 
everyone can enjoy. This means stronger Clubs that can attract more members, even 
more passionate supporters, greater contributions from sponsors and healthy Club 
revenues.”

Achieving Level 3 accreditation meant building upon the Level 2 accreditation previ-
ously awarded to Sorrento by developing and implementing a  Good Sports-approved 
alcohol management policy, including a transport policy.

the Winter PennAnt ComPetition

Sorrento lady bowlers once again registered to take part at the Innaloo Winter 
Pennant Competition for 2017. Ladies from different divisions put their names 

down to play and each week a team was made up of  eight different players who play 
on two rinks. The play is divided into three competitions each lasting  seven weeks. 

The first round entered commenced in May and along with Sorrento there were teams 
from Osborne Park, Mosman Park, North Beach, Innaloo, Doubleview, The Valley 
and Hollywood Subiaco.

Our Sorrento ladies did our Club proud to finish off the first round in 2nd place,     
with Osborne Park finishing on top. 

A big thank you to all the ladies who took part in the first round of the competition; 
they were up against some good competitors.    

The second round finished in August. and the last round  in September.  
 
It is great to be able to continue bowling throughout the winter months for those of us 
who just like to bowl and good experience to play on a synthetic green. 

– Lee Leach
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sAFeWAy seCurity dAsh For CAsh 

On 24 June, 22 teams of men competed in the second Dash for Cash for 2017. 
Once again our sincere thanks to SAFEWAY SECURITY SCREENS for their 

on-going sponsorship of this event. Thanks Barry and Paul! Without your support the 
Sorrento Club could not attract such a strong and loyal field of competitors. A quick 
count of the players showed that 40 of the 88 players came from other Clubs, and they 
are always welcome to spend across our bar.

At the end of the four matches of eleven ends, played in cool but sunny conditions, 
only two teams managed to win all four games, with the team comprising Brian Saul, 
Mick Korycin, Andy Elmer and Bruce Fullagar winning by dint of shots up from Alan 
Davis, Peter Balcombe, Ross Cunningham and Chris Lander (despite one disabled but 
fortunately ‘non-bowling’ arm) the runners-up.  Third went to last month’s winners 
– Ray Green, Brian Clausen, Barry Bradshaw and Bruce Eagles, with Warren Elliott, 
John Sanders, Jim Welch and Brian Kiely filling fourth place. Minor prizes were also 
awarded to morning and afternoon winners and to individual round winners. In total 
over $2000 was distributed in prize money.

It was pleasing to note that after being given a stern warning, all completed cards 
were handed in to the match office and only one score line had to be verified due to a 
discrepancy. 

Lastly, enormous thanks to the ladies, skippered by Jan Cook, who provided the morn-
ing tea and soup-and-a-roll lunch. Do you know that the ladies prepared almost 50 
litres of soup! Thank you all.

 – Trevor Orton

our PArtnershiP Committee rePort

The more observant readers of our newsletter will note that “Our Sponsors” are now 
“Our Partners”. It was decided that this was a better name as the word partnership 

really has a ‘two way relationship’ feel about it. It is important that both parties get the 
most from the relationship and this will be our aim in the future.

New Committee for 2017/18
We are pleased to welcome Barry Stewart to our Committee. 
 
New Partner
John Badman, from John Badman Electrical Pty Ltd, 10 Meringa Crescent, Quinns 
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sAFeWAy seCurity dAsh For CAsh #2

Overall winners:
Mick Korycin, 
Andy Elmer, 
Brian Saul and 
Bruce Fullagar

Runners-up: 
Alan Davis, 
Peter Balcombe, 
Ross Cunningham 
and Chris Lander

Thanks to 
Shelley Jeffs, 
Sharon Eggers. 
Anne Orton, 
Monique Kopec, 
Wendy Saul and 
Coral Smith 
who once again 
prepared large 
pots of delicious 
soup for all the 
participants
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Rock – Mobile: 0418 475 926 E-mail: jbadman@bigpond.net.au is now a partner. If 
you need an Electrician please contact John.

The Eyes On Guess Who Competition
This competition generated a lot of interest. All the results are on page 54. Thanks to 
EyesOn who sponsored the $100 prize.

Named Events
Thanks to Safeway Security who sponsored this winter’s Dash for Cash. You will see 
in the 2017/18 Fixture book that we have scheduled a number of ‘named’ events for the 
new season. Please support these events.

Opening Day
There will be a full report on Opening Day in the next newsletter. Please support our 
Opening Day Raffle. We thank the following for their donations:
• Graham Whitehorn and Alan Susta who sponsored the prizes for the winners
• Ray Stapledon who donated a case of wine
• Robyn Rowe who donated a hamper
• Aerobowls who donated bowls, a bag and a pair of shoes at a reduced price
• Our Darts Club who donated a case of beer
• Duncraig Fresh IGA who donated chocolates for the hampers
• Liquor Traders of Australia who donated a case of Rare Earth Sparkling wine

Partners’ Lucky Draw
Members continue to support our Partners’ Lucky 
Draw as can be seen from the photograph below. 
Remember to place your receipts in the special 
box at the entrance to our Club.
June 2017: Margaret Staddle who supported 
Duncraig Fresh IGA
July 2017: Trish McCarthy who supported Duncraig 
Village Dental

Barnes Wealth Presentation on Aged Care, Retirement and Centrelink Changes
Knowledge is power. How much do you know about aged care? You may have no need 
for this now but understanding is key. Are you unsure about aged care options and 
the planning involved? Or do you want to know more about the newly implemented 
Centrelink changes and how they affect you? Then please join us at our Sorrento 
Bowling Club Information Seminar for an informative panel discussion at the Sorrento 
Bowling Club on Monday 2 October 2017. Time: 10.00 - 11.30 am.

– Neville Odell
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WelCome And inFormAtion Forum 

We saw a wonderful turnout of our bowls and greens committee volunteers at the 
Welcome and Information Forum held on 2 August 2017. This event was to say 

thank you to our many volunteers who have committed their time and energy to our 
2017/18 bowls season. It was also to allow the participants to share information and 
experiences about how we can ensure that Sorrento prospers during some challenging 
times ahead.

President John Abercrombie thanked the group for their ongoing support, informing 
them that John Godfrey had agreed to remain the Men’s Club Captain for the sea-
son and that Brian Lucas, already appointed as a director on the Governing Council, 
would assume the reins of Vice President (Sports and Participation) as an interim 
arrangement.

Brian spoke to the group about what he saw as the significant challenges that lay ahead 
for bowling Clubs across Australia. He was referring to how a number of the great 
bowling Clubs over the past four decades like Carlisle Lathlain and Royal Park that 
had ceased to exist and others like Melville, Mount Pleasant, Bedford and numerous 
others that are facing major challenges. Over the past twenty odd years, the number 
of  registered  bowlers  in  WA  has  decreased  by  over  half  from  40 000  to  fewer 
than 16 000.

Bowls Australia, in their soon to be released strategic plan “Bowls Unleased”, makes 
the statement that “membership is viewed widely throughout the Australian bowls 
family, as a sub-set of participation – not the other way around”.

Clubs that have reduced in size and relevance within their communities face some 
peril to stay viable. Fortunately Sorrento comes from a great base and a strong history 
but complacency is not an option.

Our challenge, as well as retaining our existing members and keeping them happy, is 
to encourage more people to become involved in our Club and the game of bowls to 
sure up our future and maintain our prosperity.

Most of us know these prospective members intimately – they are our children or peo-
ple like our children. These are people in their 40’s and 50’s, who married later than us 
with relatively young kids, both parents involved with parenting duties, both working, 
time poor, with plenty of options for spending their spare time and spare cash.
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Brian suggested that no matter what your role is within the Club, be that a selector, on 
match, officiating or working on the greens, the Club needs your input into how we 
can attract more members and bowlers to the Club and get more people involved in the 
sport. This doesn’t necessarily mean more bowling members, although that would be 
nice but more people using the Club and its facilities.

I assisted with running a group session where volunteers from completely different 
committees joined forces to consider the challenges ahead and strategies to ensure that 
Sorrento remains the best bowling Club in WA. Their challenge was to consider:

1. What are the commonalities between the role that you fulfil and that of volunteers 
in other committees?
2. What are the challenges faced in performing these roles?
3. What are the keys to success?

The response was outstanding with everyone joining in. It was universally agreed 
that the main ingredients to success are good communication within committees and 
amongst committees, good relationships, good progress and great organisation.

Some of the initiatives that were presented for follow up are:
• More access to the Club such as Saturday mornings before pennants
• Inter High School Bowls Competitions
• Significant special day non-bowling friends – bowling greens – wow factor
• Plan for new players – play for 2 months before membership
• Contact other sporting Clubs – promote bowls membership drive $50
• Promotion at Shopping Centre – Letter drop – Gap Analysis
• Utilising lights more
• Quality coffee machine – advertise in local paper
• First Monday of the Month – promotional talk on bowls
• The introduction of Jack Attack style of the game and possible Junior Jack 

Attack..
• Developing and growing a customer relationship database to keep a record of 

people who have played in our bowls events, so that we might invite them to 
future events

• Starting a Friday night community bowls or Jack Attack style program
• Expanding the scroungers competition
• Offering new events to encourage our social members to have a try at bowls
• Getting our community bowlers interested in playing in more events
• Consider packing more into the months after pennants, particularly April-June 

when the weather is usually excellent
• Starting a school-parents challenge of a local businesses challenge cup
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So in summary, it was a great night and thank you to all the participants. It leaves 
much work to be done but I am sure that our committees would love a helping hand 
from members who would like to contribute.

– Pauline Marsden

A “senior” tryinG to set A PAssWord 

Have you had trouble finding an acceptable password? Perhaps you will have some 
sympathy for this “Senior”.

WINDOWS: Please enter your new password. 
USER: cabbage 
WINDOWS: Sorry, the password must be more than 8 characters. 
USER: boiled cabbage 
WINDOWS: Sorry, the password must contain 1 numerical character. 
USER: 1 boiled cabbage 
WINDOWS: Sorry, the password cannot have spaces. 
USER: 50bloodyboiledcabbages 
WINDOWS: Sorry, the password must contain at least one upper case character. 
USER: 50BLOODYboiledcabbages 
WINDOWS: Sorry, the password cannot use more than one upper case character 
consecutively. 
USER: 50BloodyBoiledCabbagesShovedUpYourAssIfYouDon’tGiveMeAccessNo
w!
WINDOWS: Sorry, the password cannot contain-punctuation. 
USER: ReallyPissedOff50BloodyBoiledCabbagesShovedUpYourAssIfYouDontG
iveMeAccessNow 
WINDOWS: Sorry, that password is already in use. 

 – Thanks to Jan Paniperis for this contribution

men’s PennAnt rePort

When John Goddard’s motion was passed to abandon the new Pennant structure 
on 26 July I had mixed feelings. I believed the new structure was a good move 

to address the decline in the numbers of people playing Pennants. However, the deci-
sion certainly had a silver lining for our Club culminating in the Club achieving three 
promotions these being our Saturday 1 Blue to 1 White, 3 Blue to 2nd Division and 
on Thursday our 3 Blue also to 2nd Division. Also, two of our 3rd Division sides on 
Saturday have avoided relegation.
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The Selection committee have decided to again enter eight sides on Saturday and ten 
sides on Thursday based on the number of players who have indicated their intention 
of playing Pennants again this season, although we have concerns about our ability to 
field our 10th side on Thursday. We have gained several new players and retained most 
of last season’s playing list. I believe we are in an excellent position to attract a couple 
of top players to enhance the Club’s opportunity for promotion to Premier division. 
I would encourage all players to make themselves available for all Pennant practice 
matches.

Pennant Calendar: Practice Matches:
Saturday 23 September and Thursday 5 October:  Inter Club (1pm start)
Saturday 7, 14 and 21 October     Inter Club (Starting time TBA)
Thursday 12 and 19 October      Inter Club (Starting time TBA)

Sheets will be placed on the notice board for players to indicate their availability for 
each of these practice dates. Selectors will then use this information to post teams on 
the notice board prior to each practice match.

Midweek Pennants begins on Thursday 26 October and Saturday Pennants on 28 
October. Players please note that there is a double header on the weekend of the 4 and 
5 November. The Players Tea will be on Monday 23 October more details to follow.

I would encourage all players to read the Selection Policy document which has been 
slightly amended in the Club fixture booklet. Lastly, members of the committee wel-
come any questions on selection.

 – Rob Tozer

dAnCinG With the stArs

Did you know that our 2017/18 Fixture booklet was choreographed to perfection.  
Charmain got the party started as she sashayed through the first few drafts. 

Trevor and Lee joined the dance floor and did a colourful tango through the events 
and Club competitions. Neville waltzed through each and every dance sorting out 
“named” events and Brian boogied at the end. Me? I was the choreographer!  
Note: The Fixture booklets will be handed out on Opening Day.

Women’s seleCtion rePort

Pennant season is fast approaching so Ladies we need to have all names in for those 
of you wishing to play. With the numbers to date we have entered four Divisions 

on Tuesdays, i.e.,  Premier, 1st, 2nd and a 3rd. We would have liked to enter a 4th 
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Division but at this time we do not have the numbers. On Saturdays we will have a 1st 
and a 3rd Division team.

On 22 August we held a talk on positional play. Our speaker was Chris Lander, a very 
experienced bowler and a person who is able to communicate his skills and understand-
ing of the game very well. This was followed by Jim Ironside talking on rules/etiquette 
of the game. We then had our Club Coaches, Coral Smith and Charmain Harris, along 
with Chris, go through some on green exercises. A very informative morning, thank 
you to all who participated.

On 19 and 26 September there will be two training sessions with Kathy Gobbart. A  
sheet will go up on the notice board closer to these dates, Kathy can only accommodate 
16 players per session so you will need to get your names in asap.

October brings us to Pennant practice. Games have been organised against other Clubs 
so keep a watch on the notice board/ Pennant board for further news.

We, the selectors, are looking forward to a great year of bowling. Remember our door 
is open to discuss any problems. Please read the selection policy which will be posted 
on the notice board. 

– Jan Cook

.A GreAt exPlAnAtion

The wife came home early and found her husband in their bedroom making love 
to a very attractive young woman. The wife was very upset. “You’re a disrespect-

ful pig,” she cried, “how dare you do this to me, a faithful wife, the mother of your 
children. I’m leaving you I want a divorce right away.”

The husband replied, “Hang on just a minute love so at least I can tell you what hap-
pened.”  “Fine, go ahead,” she sobbed, “but they’ll be the last words you’ll ever say to 
me.”

The husband began. “Well, I was getting into the car to drive home and this young 
lady here asked me for a lift. She looked so down and out and defenceless that I took 
pity on her and let her get into the car.

“I noticed that she was very thin, not well dressed and very dirty and she told me she 
hadn’t eaten for three days. So, in my compassion I brought her home and warmed 
up the enchiladas I made for you last night. The ones you wouldn’t eat because you’re 
afraid you’ll put on weight and the poor thing devoured them in minutes.
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“Since she needed a good clean up, I suggested a shower and while she was doing that 
I noticed her clothes were dirty and full of holes so I threw them away. Then, as she 
needed clothes, I gave her the designer jeans that you’ve had for a few years but don’t 
wear because you say they’re too tight.

“I also gave her the underwear that was your anniversary present which you don’t 
wear because I don’t have good taste.

“I found that sexy blouse my sister gave you for Christmas that you don’t wear just to 
annoy her and I also donated those boots you bought at that expensive boutique and 
don’t wear because someone at work has a pair just the same.”

The husband took a quick breath and continued, “She was so grateful for my under-
standing and help that, as I walked her to the door, she turned to me with tears in her 
eyes and said, ‘Please, do you have anything else that your wife doesn’t use’.”

– Thanks to Frank Tutt for this story

umPires’ Corner

Umpire Re-accreditation
Congratulations to Derry Ellis for achieving his re-accreditation as a National Umpire 
in June this year. Well done Derry. 

Abandonment, Delayed or Interrupted Pennant Games. (Extreme weather) 
With the recent wet winter conditions possibly continuing into the start of the bowls 
season, it is worth noting the laws relating to the commencement and stoppages of 
games. The following summarises the Laws and Rules covering these situations.
Where there is a delay to the start of a game and/or stoppages during a game (called 
by the umpire), the game cannot be abandoned until there has been a minimum 60 
minutes of delays (cumulative). After 60 minutes of delays, in consultation with the 
Team managers, the Umpire of the Day shall, as sole arbiter, make a decision whether 
to abandon or delay play a further 30 minutes. Once cumulative delays reach 90 min-
utes, the game must be abandoned.

Where trial ends cannot be played or completed before the scheduled start time, trial 
ends will cease and the game commenced as soon as the Umpire decides. 

Where a game is formally stopped by the Umpire of the Day, an end in progress, 
where all the required bowls have not been played, shall be declared dead. (Law 32.2) 
Where all bowls have been played, the number of shots scored must be decided before 
the game stops.
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Travelling overseas or interstate? Whether it is by air, sea or land, Club 
sponsor Helloworld Balcatta (Northlands) asks that you give them the 
opportunity of presenting options and costings which quite often is of 
better value to what you find on the internet. Plus you will be supporting 
your Club sponsor and a local business

– Rod Garnaut Managing Director

Call Rod, Lyn Suzee or Lew on 08 
9345 2033 or e-mail 

northlands@helloworld.com.au for 
all your travel needs.

George (left) and Rob (right) of 
the Glengarry TAB have again 
generously agreed to sponsor the 
Sorrento Bowling Club for the 
2016/2017 season.  Thanks fellas!

When redeeming your tickets, 
please make yourself known to 
George and Rob, spend your 
free voucher, maybe have a small 
additional wager yourself (which 
would be appreciated by our 
sponsors) and good luck! 
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Where a game is temporarily stopped by agreement between Skips (e.g. to shelter from 
a passing shower) but not formally stopped by the Umpire, Law 32.2 does not apply 
and an end in progress is not dead and shall be continued when the players return.

It should also be noted that the greenkeeper, or his representative, has the right during 
a game to advise the umpire that he is closing the greens if he believes they are likely 
to become damaged by further play.

Test your knowledge of the Laws - Answers are on Page 48
Q.1 – During a singles game, the green is closed due to bad weather. The game is 
continued the following day and one player decides, because the speed of the green 
has slowed, to continue the game with a different set of bowls. Is this permitted?

Q.2 – A hat is blown from the head of a player and displaces the jack on an adjacent 
rink. What happens?

Q.3 – A marker in a singles game stops the first player’s delivery of the jack with their 
foot as it obviously heads for the ditch and returns it to the players. The opponent 
claims the right to roll the jack but the first player claims the right to re-deliver the 
jack. What is the position?

– Jim Ironside

Croquet Corner News
Committee Members for 2017/18

Captain:   Kerry Bomford
Vice Captain:  Glenda Laidler
Secretary:   Diana McGivern
Match Organiser:  David Ward
Social Organiser:  Thora Lay
Membership:  Mary Gardiner

All croquet players are encouraged to raise any ideas or issues they may have with any 
Committee member, who will take the matter to the next Committee Meeting for dis-
cussion and resolution.  Responses will be e-mailed to members following resolution.  
(The Minutes from each meeting will be placed on the Croquet Notice Board following the 
subsequent meeting at which the Minutes are accepted by the Committee as being a true 
record of the meeting to which they refer.)  

Ladies Competition at Nedlands Croquet Club won by two striking women!
(Extract from Nedlands Croquet Inc. July Newsletter)
Not only was the weather glorious on Sunday 18 June 2017 but the 16 participants had 
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a really great time! Ladies came from as far afield 
as Narrogin, Busselton and York.  The competi-
tion was a “Rotating Doubles” format, with play-
ers in each block of 8, coupling with a different 
doubles partner for every new game played. Fleur 
Brockway of East Fremantle came out the winner 
of Block A and Di McGivern of Sorrento was the 
winner in Block B. See photo alongside. “Photo 
Courtesy of Nedlands Croquet Club”

 Kerry Bomford also represented Sorrento at this 
event and both she and Di learned a lot through 
their participation in the event.  Kerry was invited 
to two subsequent similar events held on Saturday 
22 July and Saturday 19 August, reporting that a 

senior member of the group had commented on the improvement in Kerry’s game. 

9th Croquetwest “Champion of Champions” Tournament
The Club Champion in each of the croquet codes played may enter this competition.  
This year David Ward represented Sorrento in the Association Croquet tournament that 
was played in wet and windy conditions. David was not placed but kept the Sorrento 
flag flying through his participation.

Geraldton Annual Tournament

This tournament was held 5 to 10 August this year. David Ward travelled up to 
Geraldton, again, to represent Sorrento in the Association section of this tournament, 
where he did well to place 2nd in the singles competition and to win the Handicap 
Doubles playing with Kay Chynoweth of Geraldton Croquet Club as his partner. The 
final three days of the tournament found the competitors challenging the weather 
conditions as well as their opponents as the photograph above testifies!  
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Dates for 2017/8 Season
All croquet players are encouraged to participate in the competitions/events listed 
below.  
Competition dates are as follows:
All competitions will be level play.
Saturday 9 September 2017  Club Golf Singles Championship
Friday 6 October 2017   Club Ricochet Singles Championship
Saturday 21 October 2017  Club Golf Doubles Championship
Friday 17 November 2017  Club Ricochet Doubles Championship

Event dates are as follows: 
The Committee will do everything possible to ensure that ALL players (new and expe-
rienced) have similar opportunities to succeed in these events by “balancing” partners 
and/or allocating “extra shots” to less experienced players (similar to a handicap sys-
tem) in doubles events.

Sunday 8 October 2017  We will host “WA Ricochet Singles” competition.   
             (Support from all SCC members is sought for this day).
TBA     “Family & Friends Day”
     (Members invite new players to this event)
TBA     “Platinum Day” 
     (City of Joondalup brings new players to the Club to 
try       promote our sports).

*Sunday 18 February 2018 “Harvey Ladies Day”. 
     (Named in recognition of Terry Harvey, who    
      introduced the competition and assists in its    
     organisation and conduct).  
Sat /Sun 7 and 8 April 2018 “April Fools” Golf Croquet Competition – published  
     on Croquetwest Calendar as an annual event.

Welfare Matters
Once again, Terry Harvey has been the focus of our concern for his health. Terry 
discovered that he had a rather nasty blood infection and was whisked into ICU at the 
Joondalup Hospital before he could protest that he would be missing croquet! A few 
days in ICU was followed by over two weeks in the wards where nurses practised their 
injecting skills giving poor Terry a “blue belt” around his stomach! We are delighted 
to have the ever-bubbly Terry back on the croquet greens and wish him continued good 
health.  (We sometimes wonder what his next “attention-grabbing” prank will be?)

All members keep their fellow players and members in their thoughts and send good 
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wishes to those who are not in the best of health at present – get well soon and come 
back to croquet as quickly as possible, you are missed!

Valé Kath Braybrook
On Friday 14  July, several members of the Croquet section attended the funeral serv-
ice held at Pinnaroo Park in honour of Kath Braybrook who died one day after her 
94th birthday.  Kath was an active member and player at the Club until 2015 when she 
became rather too frail and moved into a Care Home.  The memory of Kath and her 
late husband live on in our Club through a trophy named in their honour and presented 
each year to a croquet player who gives willingly to the Club both on and off the 
greens throughout the year.

The Rules of Golf Croquet
In each of the following cases, decide whether a “striking fault” and “non-striking 
fault” or “no fault” has taken place and what the consequence of any such fault would 
be.  (Answers on Page 51)

1. A player completes a stroke that requires special care to execute from a crouched 
position. Before the striker leaves his stance, the opponent notices that one of the 
striker’s arms is in contact with his knee.
2. A player is taking a stroke from a crouched position when the loose sleeve of his 
rain jacket comes into contact with this left leg as the stroke is played.
3. A player clears an opponent’s ball but the striker’s ball moves sideways on contact 
with the opponent’s ball and then hits the opponent’s foot.
4. A player’s ball comes into contact with a stationary ball from a separate game whilst 
attempting to score the second hoop down the centre of the field (e.g., from Hoop 5 (or 
11) to Hoop 6 (or 12) with a good prospect of achieving this goal. 

– Kerry Bomford

AboCretes

Scholarly members will know that Abocretes was a classical Greek (Athenian) phi-
losopher who lived between 470-399 BC. He was a wise and knowledgeable man 

who was held in high esteem with people coming from far and wide to gather and 
listen to his insightful words. 

At one of his teachings a rather ignorant Athenian shouted “Abocretes, oh wise one, 
what would you do if you were in a shout and it was your turn to buy?” Abocretes 
held his chin in the palm of his hand in considered thought before he uttered the now 
famous words – “I would say that I bought the round before last and then wait for 
someone else to buy.” 



�0

What members may not know is that Athens was home to the first ever gathering of 
people that could be considered an organised Club, not unlike Sorrento and Abocretes 
was asked to address the gathering and impart some of his knowledge and wisdom.

During this address an excited Luconius Joconius interjected saying “Abocretes! 
Abocretes! Do you know what I’ve just heard about one of our members?”

“Before you speak to me about one of our fellow Club members,” interjected Abocretes, 
“I will apply a three point test that I have just created, called the triple filter test.”

“The first filter,” he said, “I have called Truth.”

 “Have you made absolutely sure that what you are about to tell me is true?”  Luconius 
Jokonius responded with, “Well, no, actually I have only just heard about it”.

“Now,” said Abocretes, “let’s try my second filter, that of Goodness. Is what you 
are about to tell me about our fellow member something good?” “Umm no, on the 
contrary,” replied Luconius Joconius. 

“So,” Abocretes continued, “you want to tell me something bad about one of our mates 
but you’re not certain that it’s even true.”

“However,” continued Abocretes, “you may yet pass my last filter, that of usefulness.  
Is what you want to tell me about our fellow Club member going to be useful to me?” 
“Nah, not really,” answered Luconius Joconius.

“Well,” concluded Abocretes, “if what you want to tell me is neither true, nor good, 
nor even useful, why bother telling it to me at all”. After some hesitation Luconius 
Joconius babbled “but this is a bowling Club”.

PROOF OF ABOCRETES’S WISDOM IS IT NOT.

– W.J.Hamecles
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Bowls Welfare Report 

It has been a sad couple of month’s with the passing of three members in July 2017.
1. Hans Correlje on 7 July.
2. John Stobie on 18 July.
3. Jean Middleditch on 27 July.

Unfortunately I was not able to attend the funerals as I was away overseas. On behalf of 
all Bowling Club Members I send our deepest condolences to all families and friends 
of these passed members. 

I made contact with Graeme Heard to see how Nelly was coping. Unfortunately 
Graeme didn’t sound too good and he said he was suffering from cancer somewhere 
in the stomach, He had just finished having chemo treatment and had to have a CT 
scan after which he was going to see the specialist. Nelly’s condition hasn’t changed 
so that is good news

I received a call from May Leyland in July to inform me that Max Gouldthorp was in 
hospital and gave me his mobile number. I called to speak to his wife but the call was 
not answered. I then called his mobile number but he didn’t answer. I made several 
calls but didn’t manage to get through to him. May did advise that he did not want any 
visitors. Fortunately Bill and May are still moving along OK even though fragile.

Denise Odell has a pinched nerve which has affected her right leg which is weak and  
painful. The pain medication has been sorted out and she is now more comfortable.

John Godfrey’s operation had to be postponed when his surgeon broke a finger playing 
hockey. Brian Self’s treatment is progressing and he hopes to be back playing bowls 
by Christmas.

We are looking forward to seeing Marie Smart back at bowls after having broken her 
arm.

Having arriving home on 9 August and suffering from a wog caught on the Rhine 
cruise, I haven’t had much of a chance to contact past unwell members but I hope you 
are fit and well again.

And lastly I would like to thank Pauline Marsden for taking on my role while I was 
away. Thank you so much Pauline. On behalf of all SBC members I wish you all the 
very best and hope you all get back to good health.

 – John Murphy   
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ChAse the Joker

Chase the Joker continues its popularity with members at the Club on Friday nights. 
The Jackpot as of 18 August stands at $2900 

Over the past two years members have won $14 000 worth of major prizes and ap-
proximately $4000 of minor prizes paid to participating members. The funds raised by 
this initiative are well utilized by our Club in many areas including;

Outside our Club;
More recently members will 
notice very stylish bar tops 
installed on the verandah 
outside the Club near A and 
B greens. Metal bar stools 
are to be purchased which 
will complement the area and 
allow members to sit/stand 

comfortably under shade cloth on the verandahs and watch our highly skilled members 
playing bowls. It is envisaged that more tops will be installed during the season.

Inside the Club;
The double doors have been made auto closing which works for all members. Above 
the bar Ian has installed a new information screen to keep members informed about 
up coming events. This display screen was purchased well below the replacement cost 
of the previous limited use Clock/Raffle unit ($1600).

A new drink fridge has been purchased for behind the bar. Aluminium tracking in-
stalled above bar to display Club Awards. Security screens being fitted to glass sliding 
doors. Plus, plus, plus! It is great that members continue to support the ‘Chase the 
Joker’ fund-raiser. 

A special thanks goes out to the following members who made the above tasks possible; 
Alan Bishop, Judy Campbell, Bob Anderson, Jaffa, Susta, Danny, Ian Lucas, Pauline 
M, Spider, Graeme May, plus the crew who were present when the Joker boards were 
set up. Sorry if I missed anyone!

Like all aspects of the Club, Volunteers are a key component in continuing to make 
our Club successful. While there continues to be a core group of volunteers, we are 
always seeking extra assistance. Please don’t stand back, as your assistance in any 
form is helpful.

New veranda bar 
tops being well 
utilized, before 
the paint dried, 
by Graeme May 
and ‘Bar Builder 

Bisho’ 
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Unfortunately not ALL volunteers get due recognition or appreciation for their behind 
the scenes efforts and as a Club we will continue to work on this aspect of operation.

Volunteering does not have to be a permanent or long term commitment but if ALL 
members contributed a little of their time here and there, Sorrento Bowling Club will 
continue to flourish. Being one of the biggest and most successful bowling Club needs 
your support.

When I look around the Club house, the improvements over the years are quite signifi-
cant and it is with some pride that I bring guest/visitors into OUR Club. Great effort 
one and all.

– Kevin Coffey “Joker” Coordinator
 

hAns CorrelJe remembered 

We mourn the sad passing of Hans Correlje, one of the Club’s long-serving mem-
bers and one of our truly unique characters. Hans joined Sorrento in 1980 and 

soon became a very accomplished and popular bowler playing at the highest level and 
winning our Club’s singles, triples and fours championships.

His voluntary work at Sorrento spanned many years and included painting, mainte-
nance and odd jobs and preparing the delicious boiled spuds covered in butter for dart 
players on those cold winter nights.

Hans was born in Rotterdam in 1940, just three months after its invasion by Nazi 
Germany. At age 12 his parents set off for a better life in Australia, initially arriving 
in Fremantle and then sailing onto Melbourne where Hans was to spend the next 30 
years.

Like his father, Hans worked as a painter and decorator and following a short holiday 
in Perth (also accompanied by his favourite 1964 MG Convertible), he relocated with 
Trish, who he would marry in 1980 and spend the next 40 years together. 

Those who knew Hans would appreciate how much of a larrikin he was. His custom-
ers were amazed at how their dogs would gravitate towards him from the moment he 
arrived on a job until the time he left. After returning home, Hans would remove the 
two chicken bones that he had tucked into his socks. Hans also carried a secret supply 
of bank notes in his sock. Arriving home quite drunk one night he stripped off and fell 
asleep. When he awoke he found that his clothes had already been laundered. He dared 
not ask Trish whether she had found his stash.
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Long time friend and Club member Juris Lorencs recalls a time when Hans and he 
were driving their MGs down Wanneroo road  when he felt a bump on his rear bumper. 
Despite already exceeding the speed limit he looked back to see Hans behind giving 
him a gentle reminder to hurry up.

Hans loved playing sport, being involved in 
his children’s sport, watching sport, talking 
about sport and if there was a ball involved he 
was probably good at it. In addition to his ac-
complishments at lawn bowls, he accumulated 
numerous trophies playing soccer, golf, bil-
liards and snooker. He also played darts for 
Sorrento.

Those fortunate enough to have known Hans can attest to his dancing skills. They 
may also have appreciated his love of his heritage, speaking fluent Dutch (although he 
would always argue that he was more Australian than most Australians); his outstand-
ing mathematical mind, better than a calculator; his love of travel both overseas and in 
remote outback Australia; his great gardening prowess; and of course his devotion to 
his family. Our sympathies go to Trish and the Correlje family.

– Brian Lucas

Four boWlers oF A senior AGe

Looking for an escape from our Perth win-
ter, four bowlers and widows of a senior 

age, lets leave it at that, went to Darwin for the 
month of July.

HIGHLIGHTS which never ceased. We were 
met by the owner (who owns more than half 
of Darwin). He instructed his staff to take our 
luggage to our self contained apartment and 
not to worry about payment, just make your-

selves comfortable and when you are rested and ready will be time enough to settle 
up. Next day he drove us all around Darwin pointing out places of interest in order for 
us to get our bearings

PEOPLE No matter where we went, locals could not do enough for us. Accolades 
to the young man who walked past three very sedate seniors sitting waiting for a bus 
(#4 was elsewhere), he did a double take and said ‘Wow Charlies Angels’. Visiting the 
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Museum and Art Galleries we decided to walk to the Sailing Club, very hot and much 
further than we envisaged. Along come Greg with “a hop in ladies and I will take you 
there”.

ENTERTAINMENT We went to most Sportsmans’ Clubs, the RSL, the Buff Club, 
not forgetting the quite lovely Casino overlooking the ocean and gardens. Must admit 
our local, The Punters Bar, where a member of the Magnificent 4, won $1.3 thousand 
on Keno.

We had two sunset cruises. First one on a tall sailing ship, which included all food. 
One of our group could not get enough oysters down her throat while the others looked 
on in disgust. The same one next day screamed that she had left her purse in the taxi, 
until one of the group pointed out that it was under her arm. So much for oysters!

Second cruise was on a small catamaran. It was run by four young women who would 
not altogether have weighed 200 kilos. Our shoes were removed for safety and comfort 
but what a night of three hours of “champagne” plus eight tapas and music that got the 
passengers up and dancing.

The late Calvagh O’Donnell’s  daughter and her husband live in Darwin and we were 
so spoiled by both of them. We were taken to the famous HUMPTY DOO pub. Then 
we went on to Berry Springs were one of the four swam in this magnificent  area. The 
local newspaper, the following week, reported a two metre Saltie had been caught in 
the same pool!

Summing up: Our nurse insisted that we drank at least one bottle of water per day.
Our home chef made much better meals than when we ate out. Our dishwasher left a 
lot to be desired as did our little lady on the end of the tea towel   

We four will never forget our wonderful holiday at the TOP END
– Annie Taylor

letter to the editor

You missed some good excuses for bad bowls in your article in the March 2017 
newsletter. In the last few days I have heard following:

“My problem is that I put down too many good bowls yesterday”
“My bowl  hit the ground and bounced on my foot”
“The sea breeze was blowing in the wrong direction”
“I need to be going home to my bride”
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tribute to John stobie 1933-2017

Our deepest sympathy to Wendy and her family 
on the passing of her husband John.

John was born in Subiaco in 1933. He went to the 
Subiaco Primary and then to the Perth Boys’ High. 

After an apprenticeship as a compositor and after 
National Service in the Australian Navy, he married 
Wendy, his fiancée of 18 months. Their three children 
Sharon, Donna and Justin gave them eight delightful 
grandchildren. 

After more studying he became Managing Director 
of Label World who specialised in labels for wine 
bottles. 

He served on the Print Council of Australia (PCA) and various printing committees 
over many years. John retired in 2004 at the age of 71.

John enjoyed playing sport. In his early teens he joined the Floreat Surf Club as one of 
its inaugural members. He was also a member of the Police Boy’s Club and the Subiaco 
Junior Football Club where he played second Division football. After John joined our 
Club in he always enjoyed playing social bowls on Friday and Sunday afternoons. He 
was also a tennis player and an occasional squash player and golfer. 

He was a talented singer who inherited a beautiful singing voice from his mother who 
was a classically trained mezzo soprano. A neighbour remembers him as “A happy 
next door neighbour, always singing and ready for a chat and that it was a pleasure to 
know him”.

After a long illness John died on 19 July. He 
will always be remembered as “A gentleman 
who was loved and respected by those around 
him”.  

Softly within shadows
There came a gentle call

With farewells left unspoken
You quietly left us all
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tribute to JeAn 
middleditCh 1938-2017

Jean was born in London in 1938 and 
this is where she met her husband Les. 

They had two children, Les (junior) and 
Lynn.  

The family immigrated to Australia in 
the late 1960’s.  They settled in Innaloo 
before moving to Kingsley.

On joining Sorrento Bowling Club, Jean 
played Social Bowls on Fridays and this 
is where many long-lasting friendships 
were formed. 

She moved on to play Pennants, 
Club Championships, Gala Days and 
Carnivals, with memorable trips to 
Collie and Kalgoorlie.  She also played 
Mah-jong at the Club with many who 
were ex-bowlers. Another of her inter-
ests was regular meetings with her craft 
group, which she thoroughly enjoyed.

Jean, you will be remembered with 
great affection by all your friends at the 
Sorrento Bowling Club.

– Clair Hanlon 
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ChristmAs in July

Christmas in July was held at the Club 
on a very wet and stormy Friday 28 

July night and was a resounding suc-
cess.  The dinner produced by Trish and 
Ross was up to their usual wonderful 
standard and Ian Lucas managed to 
find at late notice an incredibly talented 
duo “Bubba and Simon”. Everyone was 
amazed at their repertoire, particularly 
their ability to take on Hank Marvin and 
The Shadows.  Without doubt we will be 

seeing them back at the Club on a regular basis.

It was fantastic to see the trouble people went to to decorate both their tables and 
themselves – the Club room was a sea of red, green and gold.  The table which won the 
prize for ‘best decorated table’ was totally indebted to Charmain Harris who went to 
extraordinary lengths to provide all the decorations, making some and stealing others 
from various gardens around her neighbourhood.  There were lots of jolly Santas in 
attendance but Jem Shorland won the prize for ‘best decorated male’ and Jan Paniperis 
won the prize for ‘best decorated female’.

It was great to see such a fantastic turnout out on such an inclement night, and hope-
fully there will be a full complement of members at future Club functions.

– Jan Paniperis

AnsWers to boWls umPire’s Corner Quiz

Q.1 – Yes. (Law 29.3.2)

Q.2 – The jack shall be put back to its former position. If the Skips or opponents in 
singles cannot agree on the jack’s former position the end must be declared dead. 
(Law 38.3.3)

Q.3 – The jack has been displaced while still on its original course by a neutral person 
(the marker) and therefore must be re-delivered by the same player. (Law 38.3.1) 
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members enJoyinG ChristmAs in July

Jem Shorland and his 
friend Robin Russell

Jan Paniperis, Larraine Brickell, Charmain 
Harris, Monique Kopec and Liz Young

Julie Sabatino, Pat Stapledon and Ken Giles

Pat and Hilda Dichiera

Pina and Joe Mola

Brian Staples, Frank Bomford and 
Derek Lay

Bill and Glen Larcombe
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more “ChristmAs in July”

Ron and Maureen Rogers Margaret, Andrew and Jim Staddle

Nora and Ken Giles Joan and Brian Self

Ross 
Cunningham 
carving the 
Christmas 

Ham
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AnsWers to the CroQuet Quiz

1. This is an example of a striking fault under Rule 13(a)(3).  The opponent chooses to 
leave the balls where they stop after the fault; to replace the balls in the positions they 
occupied before the fault was committed.  Play continues as if the fault had not been 
committed.  No point is scored for any ball. 
 
2. No fault is committed as Rule 13(a)(13) states that a striking fault is committed if 
“the striker touches a ball with any part of the body or clothes.”

3. A non-striking fault has been committed by the opponent whose foot has come into 
contact with a ball in play.  That opponent loses his next turn and the striker chooses 
whether to leave the balls that have moved where they stop; or to have the moving ball 
placed where it would have stopped and the other ball(s) moved replaced where they 
were before the fault was committed.

4. The ball from the other game is referred to as “an outside agency”. Rule 9(f) states 
that: “If an outside agency interferes with a moving ball during a turn while the outcome 
of the stroke is still in doubt, then any balls moved by the stroke are to be replaced and 
the stroke is to be replayed.  If the outcome of the stroke is not in doubt, the ball that 
suffered interference is to be placed where it would otherwise have stopped.”  
* The outcome of a stroke that suffers interference is in doubt if there was a reasonable 
chance that the ball would have finished in a critical position (hoop running or block-
ing position). In the above example, this would have been the case.
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Clever kAte mAkes sure our members WAlk the 
red CArPet

The word cleverly keeps popping up when you look at the story of how Kate Atkin-
Smith joined forces with Trevors Carpets and how she won a prestigious award 

involving the Sorrento Bowling Club.

Firstly, Kate’s mother, Angie, cleverly recommended to company owner Ray Green that 
he give her daughter a job at his Joondalup store six years ago. Then, as has well and 
truly been proven, Ray cleverly decided to follow that suggestion and the 21-year-old 
was on her way to recently winning the inaugural Sorrento Bowling Club Salesperson 
of the Year Award.

It all seemed to make perfect sense after Kate arrived in Australia with her parents 
from the suburb of Cleveleys in the city of Blackpool in the north-west of England. Her 
mum and dad Carl, got work with Trevors Carpets and it wasn’t long before Angie was 
in Ray’s ear about a job for her Kate.

Kate, through her magnificent attitude and customer service ability, has since become 
a highly-valued member of Ray’s Joondalup store and little wonder, considering her 
floor-covering bloodlines.

Her grandfather, Colin, way back in 1977 started a business called Cleveleys Carpet 
Centre in Blackpool – amazingly the same year Ray set up Trevors Carpets in Perth.
And as Ray gets ready to celebrate 40 years in the business, he is grateful to have 
employees such as Kate whose motto is “every day I wake up, I just can’t wait to get 
to work.”



��

With Ray advertising his Osborne Park and Joondalup stores and Kate dropping her 
business card at the bowling Club, Sorrento members have loyally rallied to support 
our No. 1 sponsor. Kate has no problem identifying Sorrento members who walk into 
her store because most of them are wearing Trevors Carpets caps or T-shirts.

Ray began getting feedback on how well Sorrento members were being looked after by 
Kate at his Joondalup store and decided to create his new award. Ray intends to make 
the award an annual event and it could go to any of his 90 sales personnel. Behind the 
scenes, Ray has 30 administrative staff plus 100 carpet layers and 100 timber floor 
layers to ensure his operation runs like clockwork.

For now, she has bragging rights but, as Ray says, other members of his sales team will 
want to get involved “once they see what is going on”.

It says a lot about the quality of Sorrento’s members that they have taken it upon 
themselves to support a bloke whose good nature and sponsorship would be the envy 
of every other bowling Club in Australia. And make no mistake, Ray genuinely ap-
preciates it. “I am very happy to say I am absolutely flabbergasted, over the moon, at 
the support Sorrento members give Trevors Carpets,” he said.

But Ray’s staff know full well just how lucky they are that he adheres to the policy of 
airline boss Richard Branson, who said “train people well enough so they can leave, 
treat them well enough so they don’t want to leave.” A very clever attitude and one that 
has enabled Kate Atkin-Smith to enjoy her “magic carpet ride.”

– Jim Woodward
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“eyes on Guess Who” ComPetition 

Congratulation to John Brown who won the $100 prize. John’s was the first correct 
entry. Some members had difficulty identifying some the characters from the 

information provided although most people recognised Saulie!
Answers

1. He has been bowling for 14 years and still doesn’t know how to draw. He 
knows how to elutriate sunflower seed husks, work out the productivity of 
an ice-cream freezer, disinfect an epidiascope and refine glycerine for the 

manufacture of dynamite. Has some interesting stories about panti-hose and popping roll-on balls. 
Former Rotarian and active fund raiser for Alzheimers Australia and has an accent! Loves spread 
sheets and Mozart’s music.

2. This member lived in Belfast, not the one in Ireland, for 12 years. She has 
been a “Bowler of the Year”. Loves doing jig-saw puzzles, cryptic crosswords 
and “Killer” Sudokus. Was a good tennis player in her youth. Recently cel-

ebrated a Golden Wedding Anniversary. Is now a Regional Master at bridge and is married to the 
person in number one above.

3. He is lean and tall and enjoys food. He likes things green especially grass. 
Married with three children and four granddaughters. His Irish father-in-law 
accompanied him on his honeymoon in 1968. Was a surf life saver and squash 

player but now, because of aging legs, is restricted to playing bowls and bridge. Like to ride a bike 
to bowls.

4. This member arrived in Australia on a “10-Pound POM visa” 
but is not British. Apparently you could be a 10-pound POM even 
if you are Dutch. He married a girl from the bush and now has 

nine grandchildren. Writes right handed but played cricket left-handed. A good right handed lawn 
bowler with aspirations to become a Skipper. Works part time for Woolworths.

5. He served overseas in the army, played football in front of 25 000 spec-
tators at Subiaco Oval, played snooker against Eddie Charlton (Australian 
Champion), golf against John Muller (Amateur Champion) and has won 25 

Club Championship events and was rated in top 30 State bowlers. Was a Club Champion at the 
Bayswater Bowling Club in 1987/88/89 and 1997 and 1999. Not normally the first to finish a game 
of bowls as he likes to follow his bowl to the head. Had red hair in his youth and he tells me he has 
been a member of only 11 bowling Clubs.

6. An accomplished diver and gymnast and then a fine tennis player and 
now an aspiring bowler. She was born and educated in Melbourne, became 
the school captain and then trained as a nurse in various operating thea-

tres working with some of the best surgeons in Australia. Lived and worked in England and has 
toured Russia, Croatia, China, Africa, Asia, USA and New Zealand. Eventually settled and married 
in Perth. Her passion for charity work and her sewing skills allow her to travel in pursuit of that 
passion. An incredibly kind person. She has to shout at her husband.

Neville Odell

Denise Odell

Alan Rolls

Stan van Mosseveld

Brian Saul

Jenni Lockwood
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7. Has been a member for six years and has risen very rapidly through the 
bowling ranks due to his exceptional skill as a sportsman. He claims to be 

a very humble type! He gets along with most people as long as they are not Leads, Thirds or Skips. 
He enjoys Pennants, does volunteer work around our Club. He prefers the company of anyone that 
will buy him a beer. Has been known to kick a footy and silly enough to take on that little white ball 
that prefers to live in the bush. Has a shortened intestine. Please don’t ask him for an autograph  
as he embarrasses  easily’

8. This very efficient Payroll Controller once tried her hand at bowls. She 
took some lessons with Graeme Heard, who shook his head in despair as  
both the jack and the bowl went all over the greens. You could hear his 

sigh of relief when she took up croquet instead.  After five plus years playing croquet, sometimes 
she can take a hoop. Has a husband who normally has a smile on his dial and never seems to get 
upset.

9. Has been bowling for 19 years. Born in the WA Goldfields. Only bowler 
in the Club to use “International” bowls and therefore takes plenty of 
grass. Has recently changed to a narrower bowl. Has hiked the Grand 

Canyon and cycled over 1000 km around England. Normally the first to finish a game of bowls. 
Married to a lovely and very efficient lady who will sort you out if you need an x-ray or scan! 

10. Born and married in Perth and has been a member for 11 years. 
Supports all aspects of our Club especially the Croquet section. Aimed 
to travel after completing her education but travelled as far as Sydney 

before falling in love on a “blind” date. Has three children and two lovely granddaughters. Enjoys 
serving on committees. Known for her love of her garden which brings her peace and happiness. 
Also loves dogs but ended up with a cat but fortunately the cat behaves like a dog. 

11. His eight grandchildren are 8th generation Australians, ancestors 
of Nathaniel who after an unfair trial, was transported from England to 
arrive at Botany Bay in 1788. He likes fishing in exotic places. Worked 

at the Commonwealth Bank before he became a senior public servant for a 40 year career before 
retiring to take up work part-time in 2004. He is now playing in his 52nd competitive season in 
one of his chosen sports. He has won five Club Fours Championships and one Club Pairs and a 
Bowler of the Year. He has something in common with one of the Batman Movie characters. Very 
efficient and clear thinking. Has the ability to make things happen and has done so much for our 
Club. Worth his weight in gold.

12. An Aussie through and through, but with a Greek connection. She 
has been bowling for six years. Has lived and worked in the UK (under 
the dictator Maggie Thatcher), Romania (under the dictator Nicholai 

Ceausescu) and Greece (under the dictator Giorgios Papadopoulos). Has travelled to over 25 
countries, worked with animals of various types, both dead and alive, at the WA Museum, travelled 
the world with politicians, almost caused an international incident in the Lebanon, and now bowls 
and travels as much as her dog will allow. Very good at proof-reading documents and fixing your 
editor’s spelling mistakes and bad grammar.

Barry Stewart

Kerri Bomford

Trevor Orton

Brian Lucas

Judith Skeet

Jan Paniperis
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13. This tall and handsome member was born in NSW and moved to Perth 
in 1990. Has been a member of Sorrento for about 10 years. Has owned 
well-used passports. Has a license to drive a Gopher in times of distress. 

Despite usually playing Second, has been known to use a pen for other purposes. In a recent 2x4x2 
match on a Saturday managed to touch the kitty with four consecutive bowls (witnesses available) 
and is partial to a drop of Kilkenny.

14 This member was born in 1937 in Kalgoorlie and started work 
as a telegram boy with the then Australian Government Postmaster-
General’s Department. As a result of hard work and study eventually 

retired as Customer Services Manager CBD Perth. He took up bowls in 1971 after damaging his 
“Anterior Cruciate Ligament” playing cricket. Joining Sorrento in 1992 was one of the first of three 
Skippers to win a First Division Premiership in 1995/96. Now happily playing 3rd Division and 
helping out with various jobs around the Club which he has been doing for 25 years. Is partial to a 
glass or two of the best red. Knows a lot about bowls so if you want advice chat to this member.

15.This member grew up in Scarborough very close to the beach where 
she spent most of her free time as a blue eyed blonde surfie chick. She 
played State schoolgirls hockey whilst at Churchlands High School. She 
married at eighteen and moved to the far north where she lived for ten 

years and played all sports as you tend to do in country towns. On returning to Perth she and her 
husband settled in Duncraig.  Played Pennant squash with a few ladies who now bowl at Sorrento. 
She has been bowling for six years and has been known to be a bit competitive. If you have a crack 
at her you can expect a quick response with a bit of interest. She loves our Club and could not think 
of a better Club to be a member. She has five grandsons spread across the country and enjoys 
regular trips east.

Shelley Jeffs

Graeme Whitehorn

Jim Woodward
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A boWler’s “Why?”
 

  Why does my Skipper ignore me?
  And not tell me which ‘hand’ to play,
  Why am I not playing Pennants?
  And why do my bowls drift away?

  Why do they laugh at my actions?
  As I send down a bowl at full pace,
  And why do the Bowlers around me,
  Get out of the way – just in case.

  Why am I always a Leader?
  And why can’t I ‘Skip’  – Yes! Indeed.
  I know how to swear an’ to signal disgust,
  (An’ that’s about all that you need). 

  Why did they drop me from Pennants?
  And make me an emergency Third,
  I should be bowling in TOP GRADE,
  I tell you straight – it’s absurd.

  And why did I not get a mention? 
  At the Annual Meeting – (so far),
  For all of my time at the Club-House,
  After hours – helping out at the Bar.

  I practice so hard on the back green,
  And I bowl every day – and I try,
  But I can’t get a ‘go’ from Selectors,
  AN’  I WISH TO  GOD I KNEW “WHY!”

– Skew Wiff Watt
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liFe membershiP For our Friend – ron tAylor

Ron joined the Sorrento Bowling Club in 2002 and it 
is hard to find anyone who matches his commitment, 

loyalty and value to the Club.

Having retired from his job with the Government at the 
age of 53, Ron thought he had better find something to do 
and with such healthy blood lines, it was no surprise that 
he decided to take up bowls. His grandfather was a life 
member of the Mosman Bowling Club and his mother a life 
member of the Bedford Bowling Club.

At the first AGM Ron attended, Ian Marshall talked him 
into joining the Match Committee and he was only too 
happy to oblige again when Glenn Boston, the then assistant 
Treasurer, said he was going away for a while and would he 
take over his position until he returned. The only problem was that Glenn didn’t return 
and Ron has thus held for a decade, the complex job of taking weekly stock and doing 
the banking for the Bar.

Other positions followed such as Club Secretary, again at short notice, in 2011/12, a 
stint on the Bar Committee including Chairman of the Bar Committee and, qualifying 
as an umpire, he often officiated at Women’s Pennants.

When you throw countless Sausage Sizzles, including those held at Bunnings and 
Curry nights as well as helping to run Community Bowls, there’s not much Ron has 
not done around the Club. “I guess I’m a glutton for punishment” he has been known 
to confess.

Over the years, Ron has fulfilled very important, voluntary roles within the Club. He 
currently works tirelessly reconciling Bar accounts and helps serving behind the Bar. 
He provided a great deal of support to Social Bowls and our Club in general.

Ron’s diligent and consistent efforts over the years have afforded him the well-deserved 
respect which he has undeniably earned. As an integral part of the Sorrento Bowling 
Club and with his interest in Bowls generally, he is well regarded by everyone in the 
Club. Here surely is a member of our Club who truly deserves Life Membership.

–- The Governing Council
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letter From ron

What a great honour to be awarded Life Membership of the Sorrento Bowling 
Club. I believe this is the best bowling Club in WA. 

Thanks to the Governing Council, the nominees and members of the Sorrento 
Bowling Club for bestowing on me the highest honour the Club can award.
 
Over the years I have worked with many other volunteers who donate their 
time and effort to make this Club the success it is today. From these members 
I have developed many lasting and valued friendships.

As a member of the Club, I have carried out several roles, each bringing new 
challenges and the satisfaction knowing that my contribution has in a small 
way helped move the Club to the position it is in now.
 
With my current involvement with the Bar operation and time spent in the 
Club, I seem to be regarded as the Go to Man. If I cannot fix it, I generally 
know who can.
 
As the President quoted at the AGM, I have now carried on with a family 
tradition of service to bowling Clubs with both my Grandfather and Mother 
being Life Members at their respective bowling Clubs.
 
My bowls can at best be considered average, however I have experienced 
the highs and lows all in one season. In my first year as a Skipper my team 
achieved a 50 to nil victory only to give away an 8 badge in the finals. I guess 
that is part of the reason we keep coming back for more.
 
With the new bowling season just around the corner, I hope that the Sorrento 
Bowling Club does well. However, you do not have to win every game to have 
a good season. The fellowship of your team members and opponents is just 
as important.  

I look forward to many more years and good times at our Club.
 
Sincere thanks
Ron Taylor 
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PleAse suPPort our PArtners
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Aerobowls are offering the Sorrento Bowling Club a special deal 
on their new Nirvana range. The Men’s Nirvana will be reduced 
from $135 to $120 and the Ladies’ Nirvana from $90 to $85. These 

prices are on offer until the end of October 2017. 
Please tell Vanessa that you are from the Sorrento Bowling Club.



��



��


