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From your editor 

First of all I would like to wish all our 
readers a very happy Christmas and 

may 2018 be a great year.

Apologies to Ron and Barbara Rogers! 
Your Editors managed to call Barbara 
“Maureen” in one of the captions. John 
Sturk was also quick to point out that we 
had credited him with celebrating his 

sixtieth birthday when it was in fact his seventieth! We do try hard to make sure we 
get our facts right but these things still seem to slip through the system.

Some “Did you knows?”
Did you know that in a recent game of bowls, as my bowl trundled towards the head, 
I was asked, by a lady bowler in the opposing team, to “roll her over and knock her 
up”? This is the first time that I have had an offer like this on the bowling green!

Did you know that Di McGivern has been elected as Vice President for Croquetwest? 
Di will continue to fulfill her role as Secretary to Sorrento Croquet.  

Did you know that ex new member 
Kerry Hutchinson plays with 
signature series bowls auto-
graphed by Karen Murphy?  
In the photo alongside 
Karen posed with Kerry at 
the Gold Coast Lawn 
Bowling Club during the 
Australia Open in June 2017.
Kerry tells me Karen was so 
down to earth and gracious.

Did you know that croquet is a fun sport of skill and mental agility, which is suitable 
for the whole family? It is easy to learn and is enjoyed by people of all ages, giving 

Karen 
Murphy’s 

advice to Kerry and 
her husband was to 

“fake it ‘til you make 
it” and “not to forget 

to shove it up the 
green”.   
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members in ACtion

Did you know that Ray and Pat Stapledon  have 
been married for 50 years? Ray wore the same suit 
on both occasions! How many of our readers would 
be able to fit into the same clothes they wore on their 

wedding day?

180 members and friends enjoying a great roast 
dinner evening with live music in September

Left: 
Robin and 
Stan Van 
Mosseveld 
with their 
grand-
daughters   
Mackenzie 
and 
Georgia

Ros and Chris Lander 
enjoying the evening’s 

activities

Anne and Trevor 
Orton  enjoying their 
holiday in London

The Lockwoods teamed up with Robyn 
and Rex Cooper in Gingin. They won 
second place and were just pipped by 

Kathy Gobbart’s team
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members in ACtion – Continued

Di McGivern, Trish Klemp, Frank Coleman, 
Judith Skeet, Thora Lay and Terry Harvey looking 
very smart in their new uniforms at the Club Golf 

Singles Championships

Alan Susta doing some 
great volunteering work 
and making sure no one 

got dehydrated!

Guess who is in 
this 1992 photo-
graph. Answer 
on page 62

Graeme and Veronica 
Whitehorn on holiday Some of our members 

enjoying the new 
arrangement on the patio

Remember Bob Mulroy is 
a bit deaf so you need to 

shout at him

Two brilliant bowls 
from Ron Magerl 
- photographed by 

Pat Dechiera
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the player gentle exercise, mental stimulation and companionship. It also provides a 
positive option for people who have an injury as it is played in an upright position, 
using a mallet, at walking pace. It is easier on the body than sports which involve 
asymmetrical action or twisting the body, such as golf, bowls and tennis.

Did you know that volunteering is a health-enhancing behaviour, 
particularly among older people? There is evidence that older 
people benefit from volunteering because it can optimise well-
being across the three domains of social, physical, and cognitive 
health. For example, it has been found that volunteering can pre-
vent or reduce depression, and it has been associated with higher 
levels of self-rated health and lower mortality rates. Many studies 
have also found that volunteering gives older individuals a sense 
of meaning that enhances their quality of life. Please contact Ken 
Giles if you would like to help our Club.

Did you hear that John and Phillipa Collishaw had a lucky break a while back? Their 
grandson had a ninth birthday and at the same time John was playing bowls. John 
had a couple at the Club but as the party was one block away from home he grabbed 
a couple of full strength beers from the bar to have at the dinner party. Meanwhile 
Phillipa, who had gone directly to the party, after a couple of beers and a couple of Irish 
creams, also thought that around the corner wasn’t far to drive. Leaving the party she 
drove around the corner and straight into a breath test stop. She just got through and 
desperately tried to warn John who drove round the corner into the trap! Fortunately 
John also just got through thereby avoiding a situation where both the Collishaws and 
their cars were “D.I.U.”

Did you know that Spider Webb is well known for finding interesting, unusual and 
very different items to share with others? He was on the East Coast doing what he 
does best i.e. keeping a “weather eye” open for interesting items and happened to be 
in a saddlery (horse supplies generally) and came across the answer to the scourge of 
WA bowlers i.e. the black plague - bush flies. Its quite obvious really, what/who else 
besides bowlers gets harassed by flies - horses. This concoction is in a very nice “roll 
on” bottle and is suitable for fillies and stallions especially those that attract flies. It 
comes in a very smart, discreet roll on tube which fits neatly into your bowls bag. It’s 
environmentally friendly, non toxic for delicate skins and has a lovely aroma of cedar 
and open forest. Just the thing for the smart horse about the racecourse, or in our case 
the well turned out bowler. While we don’t want to encourage a rush on supplies and 
overwhelm the purveyor of these fine goods, if you ask Spider or Brian Staples for 
more details you may be able to rid yourself of the pesky flies.
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All i WAnt For ChristmAs

I bowl at Club Sorrento,
  With the sea-side Oh! So near,
And you can call me “RUDOLPH” !
  For I am a little ‘Dear!”.

I  bowl and I bowl my heart out,
  So happy and carefree,
But here it is near Christmas,
  And no ‘pressies’ on my tree.

So here’s a list of ‘wishes’ 
  Of things I’d like to see,
Dear Santa please take notice,
  And send them all to me.

I’d like a brand new set of bowls
  That draw close to the “Jack”, 
That’s  never “Short”, or ‘”Wide” or such,
  Or “in the ditch” – OUT  BACK.

And send a brand new SKIPPER 
  (ONE WITH LOTSA STYLE),
Who doesn’t throw a tantrum,
  When my bowl is OUT A MILE

And send some new ‘Selectors’,
  The ones that ought to know, 
Here’s ME a CHAMPION BOWLER –
  An’  “I NEVER GET A GO!”

YES!” SANTA - call at “Bowls  Sorrento” 
  An’  bring lotsa Christmas Cheer,
An’ finally - Drop around to my place
  With a trolley load of beer.

Good – onya!   SANTA!
  An’ Merry Christmas to ALL  

– from “Skew Wiff”
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Did you see this interesting sentence and what is unusual about it?
“I do not know where family doctors acquired illegibly perplexing 
handwriting; nevertheless, extraordinary pharmaceutical 
intellectuality counterbalancing indecipherability transcendentalises 
intercommunication’s incomprehensibleness”.

Can you see why this is the most amazing sentence in English? Count the letters of 
each word! The first word has one letter, the second has two letters, the third and  three 
letters and the twentieth word has 20 letters! This is known as a ‘rhopalic’ sentence 
was written by Dmitri Borgmann in 1965.

Did you hear that in the Mt. Lawley Split Fours com-
petition the Kiwi team consisting of Chris Lander, 
Micky Martin, Ross Cunningham nicknamed their 
fourth member, Bruce Eagles, “Barnaby”.  They 
named him after our Deputy Prime Minister so that 
he could be an honorary New Zealander for the dura-
tion of the competition.

Finally thanks to
• Alan Rolls and Egon Mikolajczyk who arranged for a drone to photograph the 100 

members who spelt out “ Sorrento” on one of the greens on Opening Day
• Ian Lucas for making up metal slides above the bar to hold all our Awards. This 

will make it easy to add additional awards in the future as the awards can slide 
along so it is easy to add extra or to change the sequence

• My friend Skew Wiff Watt who continues to write delightful poems on request. 
His latest poem alongside

• Robyn Rowe, Judith Skeet, Sue Hogan and Mike Berecry who are regular con-
tributors to our newsletter

• Jan Paniperis, Denise Odell and Alan Rolls who continue to assist with finding 
articles, typing and proof reading before the newsletter is issued

• Members who provide photographs for the “Members in Action” and “Around the 
Club” pages

• Tony Bourne who is always prepared to do a write-up on an event
• Jim Woodward for his profile on Brian Kiely
• Brian Lucas who is always prepared to write articles for our newsletter.

If you need to contact me my details are as follows: (08)9309 3108 or e-mail me at:
nevodell@bigpond.net.au

–Neville Odell
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President’s rePort

Another year is ending, who can believe it. It has been an eventful year at the SBC.  
We, as the SBC, have experienced some highs and lows. We have 

• the most numbers of members in the Perth Metro area
• the highest number of Pennant teams in the Perth Metro
• one of the most financially sustainable bowling clubs in the Metro area
• highest number of volunteers of any bowling club in the Metro area
• the best sponsors/partners and
• we are the envy of all bowling clubs in the Perth metro area

We have, unfortunately, lost a few of our members and friends. To all the families of 
these special people I hope this Christmas will be a day of remembering the joy and 
happiness that all these special people have bought to all their families and friends.  
They will be missed.

We are a Club going forward and introducing new initiatives be it on the green or in 
the club house and I can see 2018 being an even better year for you the members. 
I, on behalf of the Governing Council, wish you all a merry Christmas and a prosper-
ous and healthy New Year.

– Abba

CAPtAin’s rePort

Another season has started and after round two of Pennants we are really doing 
well in just about all colours on Thursdays and Saturdays. Let’s keep it going 

right up to the Christmas break, then get real serious for the run home.

Congratulations to Shane Loftus for being part of the four that won the State Fours 
which was held at our Club. It’s the first time in our Club’s history that a male bowler 
has won a State title. Well done Shane. You have made our Club proud.

Speaking of the State Fours Final, a lot of people were thanked for their efforts to 
help run this event but two people did a lot of work and that was Shelley Gray and Ian 
Marshall. They both sold the sausage sizzle for most of the day. It’s people like this 
that makes our Club a success, my thanks to you both.

Alan Mcfayden, our green keeper, has been producing top greens for us to play on and 
it’s not very often a green keeper gets the thanks for what he is doing.  The comments 
we received during the finals and even during Pennants has been nothing but first 
class. To you Alan and your staff,  many thanks for the great effort.
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The Melbourne Cup function at the Club was sold out and from the comments I heard,  
it was probably one of the best that has been held.  A lot of thanks to Pauline Marsden 
and her many helpers, WELL DONE.

I have some more of the Club polo shirts available in navy or royal blue. They have 
pockets and they are available behind the bar at $45 each. At this stage I only have 
various male sizes.

I would like to thank the Governing Council, led by our President John Abercrombie, 
Wayne Gray, Brian Lucas, Pat Dichiera and Pauline Marsden.  I really appreciated 
everyone’s  support while I was unwell. 

Christmas and New Year is nearly upon us, so I would like to extend my wishes to all 
for a wonderful and safe festive period. And I hope you all enjoy Christmas and New 
Year with your families and friends but remember,  we need you back, so keep safe.

– John Godfrey

PArtnershiP Committee rePort

Sorrento welcomes Bethanie as a new Platinum Sponsor
Sorrento Bowling Club is 
pleased to welcome our 
new Platinum sponsor 
- The Bethanie Group. 

Bethanie has been pro-
viding services to sen-
iors since the mid-50s and is one of Western Australia’s best known aged care and 
retirement village providers. Bethanie’s mission is to “be a lead provider of services 
to seniors by adapting itself to meeting the changing needs and expectations of future 
generations”.

Bethanie offers a full continuum of services to our members ranging from home care 
in your home, social centres and residential aged care through to a suburb choice from 
many distinctive retirement villages.

Services in the home include nursing and personal care; domestic services including 
but not limited to washing, ironing and gardening; therapy care; and respite services.
Bethanie Villages are friendly, social places where you can meet new people, enjoy 
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engaging activities, learn new skills, or just relax.

Bethanie’s soon to be available one and two-bedroom Serviced Apartments have been 
finished to an exceptional standard where every detail has been considered to create 
affordable luxury. With large living areas, ample storage, floor to ceiling windows to 
take in the spectacular views, secure car bay, on site village manager, entertainment 
packages and a host of support services, pet friendly independent living has never 
been so secure and easy.

Bethanie’s care facilities are backed by our dedicated, friendly and professional staff, 
and a commitment to offer high quality care and accommodation to Western Australia’s 
over-55s. Whichever of Bethanie’s services suits you, you’ll find a welcoming, active, 
social and friendly place. Call 131 151 or visit bethanie.com.au for more information.

Safeway Security
Thanks to Safeway Security who again sponsored our winter Dash for Cash event and 
who will be continuing to sponsor the Ladies Pots this season.

Helloworld Balcatta Travel
Our annual Divorced Pairs competition was sponsored by Helloworld Balcatta Travel. 
Rod Garnaut has asked that as there are a number Helloworld offices around WA 
that we refer to them as “Helloworld Balcatta Travel”. They don’t want any of our 
members going to any other Helloworld offices for their travel requirements. He has 
also strongly suggested that you do not disclose your credit card details to any travel 
website without first establishing its authenticity as credit card fraud is common. Rod 
would be thrilled if we refer family, friends and colleagues to them as they would love 
the opportunity to help them plan their holidays too.

Spraggon George
Spraggon will be sponsoring our Australia Day bowls event on Friday 26 January 
2018. As is the tradition an “Australian” team will take on the “Rest of the World”. 
There will be a prize for the best dressed bowler. Linda McDonald, from Spraggon 
George says that a referral is the ultimate compliment we could give.  She asks that 
if you have a business associate, friend or family member who they may be able to 
assist, they are more than happy to help!

Duncraig Dental
Duncraig Dental will be sponsoring the Mixed Social bowls on Friday. 22 December 
2107. Please make a note in your diaries. The organisers have asked participants to 
bring a plate of eats to share after the game
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Barnes Wealth
Melbourne Cup Day was once again sponsored by Barnes Wealth. They are also spon-
soring additional prizes on the last four weeks of the Twilight bowls Pairs. Barnes 
Wealth held an extremely informative information talk attended by 30 members who 
found it interesting and useful. It covered primarily Aged Care and the importance of 
planning, what the different fees entail and your differing options.

Trevors Carpets
Thanks to Trevors Carpets who sponsored the Men’s Motivational Day and also con-
tinue to pay $10 to the Club when the Trevors Carpet logo is embroidered onto  a Club 
uniform.

$50 Monthly Lucky draw
The August winner was Ron Burroughs, the September winner was Liz Young and 
the October winner was Judy Campbell. All three supported Duncraig Fresh IGA. 
Please make sure that when you support one of our Partners/Sponsors you put the 
receipt into the box.

Raffles 
Thanks to ticket sales of $1794, and a number of donated prizes, we made a profit of 
$1194 from the Opening Day Partner’s Raffle. Another major raffle is planned for the 
two weeks prior to Christmas.

Partners to the rescue
Brian Lucas has penned a clever little poem about our wide range of 38 Partners.

Well the house is a mess,
It needs a plumber and painting and someone to fix the mower,
It needs new carpets and it has pests none the less,
The clothes lines broken and the trees need to be lower,

And of course it doesn’t stop there,
I need a handyman that I can call my mate,
The house security’s poor and the car need repair,
The doorbell needs batteries and a new BBQ plate,

And I’m starving, I need food,
Where do I get quality meat,
Bowls gear to put me in the mood,
Or a supermarket that’s happy to greet,
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And I’m starting to fall apart, as I knew,
Hairs a mess and my clothes have gone furry,
My teeth need a clean and my back’s askew,
My hearing quite bad and my eyes are blurry,

Oh what can I do that will make me feel more toffy,
Perhaps a holiday or a stay in a resort,
Even an ice-cream or a cake and coffee,
Followed by fish and chips recently bought,

On the other hand, perhaps I can stop this pillage,
See an accountant and a financial planner,
Sell the house and move to a village,
Have a bet and play bowls in the usual manner,

Now I’m not wanting to be a hector,
But there is no need to look further for your trusted supplier,
Than choosing a Sorrento sponsor, there’s one in every sector,
Let them win your business and you’ll be the happy buyer.

men’s PennAnt rePort

Our Club has had a very successful start to the season with many of our Midweek 
and Saturday teams featuring prominently towards the top of the table. With an 

influx of new players our Club now has more depth and this has been reflected in our 
results. It has been pleasing to see Peter Balcombe, Frank Tyson and Craig Grisbrook 
being  promoted to our top side and performing well. 

Brad’s Barbershop Carine Men’s Pots Winners:
Midweek: 
Round 1: Peter Balcombe, Frank Tyson, Ross Cunningham and Chris Lander.
Round 2: Bob Steven, Colin Bangs, Russell Lockwood and Keith Tompkins 
Round 3: Terry Parker, Roger Haber, Ken Foggo and Andre Pushong.
Saturday:
Round 1: Warren Elliott, Brian Kiely, Shane Rixom and Chris Lander
Round 2: Peter Balcombe, Brian Lucas, Ross Cunningham and Mick Martin.
Round 3: Jim Welch, Colin Cramond, Alan Anderson and Brian Collins

 – Rob Tozer
.
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ForthComing Club events 
1 Dec  Friday Joe and Barbara Stow Memorial Day 
    Heart Foundation Mixed Social   12:30 for 1:00
3 Dec  Sunday Men’s Fours Championship : Day 2    9:30 for 10:00
6 Dec  Wed  IGA Twilight Pairs Any Comb Pairs 4:00 for 4:30
8 Dec  Friday Mixed Social Bowls    12:30 for 1:00
10 Dec Sunday Men’s Pairs Championship: Day 1   9:30 for 10:00
10 Dec Sunday Mixed Social Bowls    12:30 for 1:00
13 Dec Wed  IGA Twilight Pairs Any Comb Pairs 4:00 for 4:30
15 Dec Friday Mixed Social Bowls    12:30 for 1:00
17 Dec Sunday Men’s Pairs Championship: Day   9:30 for 10:00
17 Dec Sunday Mixed Social Bowls    12:30 for 1:00
20 Dec Wed  IGA Twilight Pairs Any Comb Pairs 4:00 for 4:30
22 Dec Friday DUNCRAIG DENTAL Mixed Social 12:30 for 1:00
23 Dec Saturday Nominated Pairs Any Comb Pairs  12:30 for 1:00
24 Dec Sunday Mixed Social Bowls    12:30 for 1:00
25 Dec Monday CHRISTMAS DAY: CLUB CLOSED  
26 Dec Tuesday BOXING DAY: CLUB CLOSED  
30 Dec Saturday Nominated Pairs Any Comb Pairs  12:30 for 1:00
31 Dec Sunday Mixed Social Bowls    12:30 for 1:00
1 Jan  Monday NEW YEAR’S DAY: CLUB CLOSED  
3 Jan  Wed  IGA Twilight Pairs Any Comb Pairs 4:00 for 4:30
4 Jan  Thursday Drawn Triples Men’s Triples  12:30 for 1:00
5 Jan  Friday Women’s Gala Day Women’s Fours 
5 Jan  Friday Mixed Social Bowls    12:30 for 1:00
7 Jan  Sunday Mixed Social Bowls    12:30 for 1:00
10 Jan Wed  Women’s Fours Championship: Day 1 9:30 for 10:00
10 Jan Wed  IGA Twilight Pairs  Any Comb Pairs 4:00 for 4:30
12 Jan Friday Mixed Social Bowls    12:30 for 1:00
14 Jan Sunday Mixed Social Bowls    12:30 for 1:00
17 Jan Wed   Women’s Fours Championship: Day 2 9:30 for 10:00
17 Jan Wed  IGA Twilight Pairs  Any Comb Pairs 4:00 for 4:30
19 Jan Friday Mixed Social Bowls    12:30 for 1:00
21 Jan Sunday Mixed Social Bowls    12:30 for 1:00
24 Jan Wed  Women’s Novice Championships   9:30 for 10:00
24 Jan Wed  IGA Twilight Pairs Any Comb Pairs 4:00 for 4:30
26 Jan Friday SPRAGGON GEORGE – Australia vs 
    The Rest of the World  Mixed Social 12:30 for 1:00
28 Jan Sunday Mixed Social Bowls    12:30 for 1:00
31 Jan Wed  Women’s Singles Championship: Day 1 9:30 for 10:00

– Trevor Orton
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umPires’ Corner

Pennants - Late Appearance and Insufficient Players 
A couple of situations have arisen in the first few rounds of Pennants relating to 
late appearance of players and what constitutes sufficient players before a forfeit is 
awarded. 

Bowls WA Pennant competition rules state that where a player or players are late, 30 
minutes waiting time is allowed beyond the scheduled starting time. If, at the end of 
30 minutes and there are no extenuating circumstances (e.g., major traffic delay), and 
a player (or substitute) is not present, play should commence on a four versus three 
basis, i.e. with the missing position being the second and their team bowling six bowls 
against the opposition’s eight. 

In the case of extenuating circumstances, the Umpire of the Day may allow additional 
time. If, at the end of 30 minutes and there are no extenuating circumstances, a side or 
sufficient players are not present, the opposing side will be awarded a forfeit. Sufficient 
players requires a minimum of 3 players in each team of the side.

An absent player (or substitute) who arrives at any time after the game has started 
must take his original nominated position in the team after the end currently being 
played has been completed.

Test your knowledge of the Laws - Answers are on page 62
Q.1 – A bowl comes to rest near the jack and then falls over and touches the jack whilst 
the next bowl is on its course to the head. Is the first bowl a toucher?

Q.2 – When light rain began to fall, the players of one team left the green to take shelter 
without seeking the consent of their opponents who wanted to continue playing. What 
is the position?

Q.3 – As a widely delivered bowl re-enters its own rink it contacts a bowl just outside 
the boundary line which had been declared dead but not removed, and as a result both 
bowls come to rest in their own rink. What is the position with regards to each bowl?

– Jim Ironside

Croquet Corner neWs

Master and Apprentices Fun Day
This fun competition is organised to encourage new members to enter competitions 
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as the partners of more experienced players. The day this year was held in August, at-
tracting ten entrants who thoroughly enjoyed the games followed by pizzas and drinks 
giving the event both a social and sporting atmosphere.  

Golf Croquet Club Championships 
This annual competition was played on 9 September with six entrants and was won by 
Terry Harvey, who once again showed that practice makes perfect. When he had a bye 
(break between games) he was on the small court still practising – maybe we should 
all take a leaf out of his book. Frank Coleman, a relatively new player, amazed us all 
by being runner-up. Congratulations Frank! Frank is an accomplished golf player, 
which obviously gave him a distinct advantage.  We should hear a lot more of Frank in 
future croquet competitions.  

Special thanks to Trish Klemp who was up nice and early on the day to treat us with 
her fresh home made scones.  Trish is becoming quite famous for these scones which 
she generously provides on all special occasions. The Tournament was managed by 
Kerry. Scores for all competitions held at Sorrento can now be found on the website 
https://croquetscores.com

Opening Day 
The 2017/18 Bowling and Croquet seasons were officially opened on Sunday 17 
September. The Croquet section was well represented with a third of their members 
participating in the day.  The formal speeches and “opening ceremony” were followed 
by a most enjoyable luncheon and after-lunch games in both sports.  

A $10 Sorrento drink voucher was awarded to the player who took the most hoops 
during the day; and another one went to the player who excelled in their shots.  Terry 
Harvey won the first voucher by scoring 17 hoops; with the second one being won by 
a new member, Janet Fuller.  Janet played three outstanding shots during the afternoon 
by:
1. Successfully promoting her partner’s ball to a hoop-running position for the follow-
ing hoop to be won.
2. Running a hoop in a single shot from a previous hoop.
3. Playing her ball into the jaws of the next hoop from a previous hoop.

Janet is another future force to be reckoned with – and is a close neighbour of Frank 
Coleman – maybe there is something in the water in Woodvale?

Halls Head Spring Carnival
The long weekend in September saw three players from Sorrento, dressed to impress in 
their new club shirts, travel down to Mandurah to compete in this Carnival.  Comments 
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from other clubs on how much they liked our new shirts were an encouraging start 
to the weekend. As Saturday was devoted to Association Croquet, which is not yet 
played at Sorrento, we joined the Carnival on the Sunday with Golf Croquet Handicap 
Doubles; and Monday saw us in the Ricochet Handicap Doubles. 

Frank Coleman, a relatively new member, played his first competition representing 
Sorrento in the Golf Croquet tournament, partnered by Kerry Bomford. The weekend 
was very wet and windy making the greens very heavy to play on - especially as they 
had recently been top-dressed in preparation for the Carnival.  Full wet weather gear 
was required for Sunday and some of Monday.

Kerry Bomford and Di McGivern were required to play five games of 90 minutes each 
and with the energy required to hit the ball down to the far side of the greens resulted 
in some very weary travellers being driven home on Monday evening. All the Sorrento 
players appreciated the support of their “Cheer Squad” and “Chauffeurs” in the forms 
of Frank Bomford and Rosemary Coleman – thank you to you both!

Sorrento has a representative at Croquetwest 
At the Croquetwest AGM held in September, Di McGivern was nominated and elected 
to the position of Vice-President of Croquetwest for a two year term. The appointment 
will bring additional recognition to Sorrento Club at a State level, and give our Club 
the ability to contribute and influence decisions taken by the governing group.

Club Championships Ricochet Singles
Six players entered this event on Friday 6 October and once again Terry Harvey showed 
of his skills and is Club Champion in the Ricochet Singles. Judith Skeet was runner 
up.  Well done to them both.

Sorrento player wins a State title
Sorrento club hosted the Croquetwest Ricochet State Singles held the over the weekend 
of 7 and 8 October. Although usually scheduled as a one day tournament, ours needed 
to be held over three days due to us having only one full sized court. The six entrants 
were from Como, Nedlands and Sorrento Croquet Clubs with each entrant playing 
every other one. We congratulate Terry Harvey on winning this year’s title and Sandy 
Boon from Nedlands for being runner-up.  This form of the game used to be Sorrento’s 
main game and had a reputation for being very good at it.  These days Golf Croquet 
and Association Croquet are more popular.  Even although Sorrento is no longer a 
strong Ricochet club, we thank former members, Gwen and Derek Freeman, for enter-
ing the competition and for making the following comments:

“Although we find singles very tiring (they are both 85 years of age), we entered in 
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memory of the late Geoff Bloomfield, who was Sorrento’s one and only croquet Life 
Member - being honoured for starting the croquet section - irrespective of whether it 
was to play Golf, Association or Ricochet Croquet.”  

Gwen also commented on the social atmosphere and the friendships they had made 
through these events.  They did not want to see the Ricochet Competition events aban-
doned in the future.

Di McGivern was approved by Croquetwest to referee the tournament, although she 
is officially a referee only for Golf Croquet, but plays Ricochet at the club from time 
to time.  Her participation in the Ricochet Spring Carnival held at Halls Head together 
with lots of studying the “Rules of Ricochet” enabled her to fulfil the refereeing re-
quirements for this Tournament.   A big thank you goes to Di for taking on this duty, 
which includes ensuring that the court is properly set up for the tournament.  Thanks 
to Terry for his assistance with the court set-up, requiring measuring and marking 
critical points on the boundary lines, checking hoop placements, heights and firmness; 
and generally ensuring that the court is in good playing condition. We again thank our 
Greenkeepers for their preparation of the court enabling us to offer our facilities to 
host tournaments at this level.

Kerry, as well as playing in the competition, was Tournament Manager. She also en-
couraged members to support the day by bringing morning and afternoon teas, setting 
up the tables for tea/coffee service, preparing snacks for the post-game gathering, and 
cleaning up at the of the end of the day. The day was well supported by a number of 
members who came to give support and encouragement to the players.  A big “Thank 
You” to all those who helped to make the day so successful.

Croquet Social Event
On Friday 13 October  a number of croquet players and their partners, family, friends, 
and past members got together for lunch at the Kingsley Tavern.  The group occupied 
two large tables and the event provided a great opportunity for members to meet 
members’ guests as well as to meet each other in a social setting.     

Corporate Croquet
On Saturday 14 October, the croquet facilities were hired by Bankwest to enjoy a 
social game of “barefoot croquet”.  Kerry, Terry Harvey and Janet Fuller were on hand 
to welcome the visitors to the Club and then Terry and Janet stayed with the visitors 
while Kerry and Di attended a function at Croquetwest. Club members were very 
cooperative by agreeing to play their games in the morning so that the visitors could 
use the courts in the afternoon.  We hope to encourage more groups to come to play 
“corporate croquet” in the future.
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 some more oF our PArtners
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Ladies’ Coaching Weekend
Croquetwest received a grant from the Department of Sport and Recreation and de-
cided to use it to develop the croquet skills of its lady players.  Five players from 
Sorrento registered for the course, held over the weekend of 21 and 22 October, but 
only four were ultimately able to attend. Our Club was recognised for having the high-
est percentage of players attend the course. The course comprised a two-day Coaching 
Clinic which, on Saturday, included:

• An introductory talk by Sport Psychologist, Dr. Craig Harms.
• A session on the courts where some of the basics of croquet were demonstrated by 

Greg Fletcher, who, at 23, is one of Australia’s top players in both Association and 
Golf croquet. He went through the types of grip, the importance of the stalk, stance 
and swing, and mentioned ways to improve accuracy in play based on hand and/or 
eye dominance.

• The WA Referee Coordinator, John Doepel, refreshed the payers’ understanding of 
the rules with a focus on the topics of faults, offside rules, and wrong ball play.

• A demonstration of various croquet strokes used in Association Croquet, but ap-
plicable to Golf Croquet, and what can be achieved through these strokes (AC and 
GC).

• During a self-catered supper, players listened to a motivational talk given by Priya 
Cooper, a gold-medalist WA Paralympic swimmer, who represented Australia in 
three Games in 1992 (Barcelona), 1996 (Atlanta) and 2000 (Sydney).

Sunday was to be far more active with the program including:
• A “warm-up” session held off the courts 
• A “warm-up” session on the courts
• Demonstration and practice of jump shots
• A series of game scenarios - testing players on the rules, basic tactics and recognis-

ing “triggers” within games.
• After lunch players competed in games – observed by coaches and players from 

the WA Squad.
Feedback from the weekend was generally positive, although some suggestions for 
improvements for future such clinics were made and appreciated by the organizers.

Melbourne Cup Lunch and Raffle
The croquet section again held its annual raffle to provide funds to sponsor games 
with prizes, and hold fun days including a Pizza supper to finish, encouraging new 
members to join.  The raffle has been very well supported by members and guests 
in donating items for the prizes and for buying tickets.  A total of $1265 was raised. 
Congratulations to the winners of this year’s raffle:

– Kerry Bomford
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boWls WelFAre rePort 
Passing of Members
It has been a sad couple of months with the passing of Max Gouldthorp, Graeme Heard 
and John Hatt. Graeme Heard’s and Max Gouldthorp’s funerals were well attended 
especially Graeme’s which would have been the largest attendance by Club members. 
Graeme will be well missed, being a “Foundation Member”, “Life Member” and many 
years as a “Coach”. Well done Graeme. On behalf of all our members I send our deep-
est condolences to families and friends of these passed members. 

Unwell Members
• Stan McCullagh is still struggling with his breathing and is not playing bowls at 

present.
• May and Bill Leyland are doing OK although Bill is still having trouble with 

walking and is not sleeping well at night and has snoozes during the day.
• We were pleased to see Eric Tompkins watching Keith play bowls.
• Tony Sabatino’s hip replacement is taking a while to settle and he is looking 

forward to getting back on the green before Christmas.
• Our friend Glenn Boston is doing well.
• Alan Wood still has three more sessions of chemo to go and all is looking good at 

this stage.
• Judy Campbell has been in hospital with a chest problem. She said it something 

to do with Angina, but everything is going well.
• Denise Odell is still having knee problems and has not bowled for four months

On behalf of all SBC members I wish you all the very best and hope you all get back 
to good health.

Back on the Greens
It was great to see Noel Summers, Wendy Saul, John Farmer, Darryl Rowland, John 
Godfrey, Ron Rogers, Gavan Ebsworth and Brian Self back playing Pennants. Keep 
going fellas.

–John Murphy

 mAtCh Committee rePort

Dash for Cash
After the July Dash for Cash was abandoned due to wet weather, the fourth and last 
instalment of the 2017 SAFEWAY SECURITY SCREENS’ Dash(es) for Cash got 
under way under sunny skies on 26 August. Twenty teams of four men entered this 
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tournament, including over 30 visitors. The number of visitors underlines the popular-
ity of this event which has been running with the support of SAFEWAY SECURITY 
SCREENS for several years now. 

Once again the ladies, coordinated by Jan Cook, excelled themselves by providing 
morning tea and soup-and-a-roll lunch. Both were appreciated by all who were there. 
Almost 50 litres of five different varieties of soup are prepared each tournament. 
Thanks ladies.

The tournament consists of four matches of 11 ends each, and has prize money to 
reward overall, morning, afternoon and in Divisional round performances. 

At the lunch break, only four teams had registered both wins, with another 3 teams 
registering a win and a draw. After filling our tummies we ventured back for the 
afternoon matches. At the conclusion of the afternoon matches there were only two 
teams with the maximum points, with Chris Lander’s rink (with Warren Elliott, Rob 
Tozer and Ross Cunningham) winning with the outstanding margin of 52 shots up. 

This fantastic score relegated Bob Mulroy 
(with Dion Smith, Mick McCavana and 
Lindsay Baker) well back with a plus 19 
margin. In third place with 3 ½ wins was 
Trevor Orton (with Neville Odell, Glen 
McCarthy and John Collishaw) and in 
fourth place the last team to enter – Peter 
Blake (with Russell Lockwood, Derry 
Ellis and Brad Williams). The morn-
ing round prize was taken out by Steve 

Murray’s Scarborough team, and the afternoon by Brian Gosney’s Quinns Rock team. 
Round 1 winners Tim Murray’s rink (Pat Murray, Ron Stockton and Colin Jasper) 
would have to be the luckiest team on the day because, after eliminating all the teams 
mentioned above, their margin of plus 1 (10 shots to 9) was enough to steal the round 
prize from one other team with a plus 1 (11 shots to 10)! Other round prizes were taken 
out by:-
• Stan Van Mosseveld (Bob Jeffs, Kevin Cook and Mick Martin), 
• Jim Spencer (Graham May, Peter Balcombe and Barry Stewart) and 
• Alan Walton (Herbie Eisenmann, Peter Morgan and Kevin Coffey).

Thanks again to SAFEWAY SECURITY SCREENS (Barry and Paul Bradshaw) for 
their on-going partnership in this event.
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Balcatta Mowers Open Mixed Pairs
Wednesday 20 September saw our final Open 
Mixed Pairs game for the season.   Forty two mem-
bers and guests took part, and a great day was had 
by all. A big thank you goes out to BALCATTA 
MOWERS for donating our prize money. We really 
appreciate our Partners’ donations and encourage 
members to utilise their services.   

Winners for the day were Jan Paniperis and Pauline 
Marsden, well done girls. The second prize went to 
Neville Odell and Egon Mikolajczyk and the third 

prize to Tim Murray and Jim Ironside.

As usual we finished off our day with a delicious sausage sizzle with thanks to Keith 
Cooper, our chef of the day, bringing the event to a great end. 

Helloworld Travel Balcatta  Divorced Pairs
Our annual Divorced Pairs was held on 
Wednesday 27 September. We had 30 teams 
taking part, and the event was sponsored 
by Helloworld Travel Balcatta. Managing 
Director Rod Garnaut was present at the end 
of the event to hand out the prizes, and a big 
thank you goes out to him for his donation to 
our prize money.   Anyone looking to book a 
holiday please think about visiting Helloworld 
Balcatta. They will do their utmost to get you 
the best deals.  

We had a good day weather wise, and the 
event was a success with Ian Marshall and 
Lorraine Hyde, taking out the morning prize.  
Afternoon winners were Shelley Jeffs and 
Spider Webb,. Overall winners of the event 
were Bruce Eagles and Coral Smith, and run-
ners up were Russell Lockwood and Robyn 
Van Mosseveld.

Again thank you to Keith Cooper our resident chef for our customary sausage sizzle 
bringing a great end to the day.
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Women’s 100 Up
Our first women’s event of the new season the “100 UP” took place in October. We 
had 22 entries and the format played was a “Major/Plate Knockout”. The greens were 
in excellent condition, and the weather served us well during our games. 

We had hoped that the quarter finals, semi finals, and the finals could all be played on 
18 October as we had started early enough and the weather was perfect, but unfortu-
nately we had to postpone the major final to the following week as one of the players 
did not feel well enough to go on. We did however go ahead with the finals of the 
Plate, and this was between Lee Leach and Coral Smith with Lee winning a closely 
contested game.

The major final was between Nerrida Porteous and Barbara Lorencs. The weather was 
lovely to begin with but we had to halt play briefly because of a heavy downpour.   The 
blue sky returned and play was continued to see Barbara Lorencs taking the winning 
position. Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all the women who took 
part in this event.

Mixed Fours
Sunday 8 October saw the first round of the Club’s Mixed Fours Championship.  It was 
really disappointing to see only seven teams enter for this event. The event involved 
sectional play with three rounds of 15 ends for the teams in the section of four and 
obviously two rounds for the section of three, due to the odd number resulting in an 
alignment or bye round.

At the end of play on the first day, our two finalists were Brian Saul’s team and Juris 
Lorencs’s team. The final took place the following Sunday with an 18 end match. A 
few spectators came to watch the two teams displaying lots of good bowling, and after 
17 ends both teams were tied on 16 all.  After a really tight end Team Saul prevailed 
by  two shots to win the game on the last end.

A very happy team consisting of Brian 
Saul, Nerrida Porteous, Coral Smith 
and John Smith, became the Mixed 
Four Winners for 2017. 

Commiserations to the runners up 
Juris Lorencs, Brian Lucas, Barbara 
Lorencs, and Pauline Marsden they 
all played some excellent bowls.
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As mentioned earlier this was a re-
ally disappointing entry list. Recent 
records indicate that we can normally 
expect around 50-60 bowlers for Club 
championships therefore this repre-
sents a reduction of more than 50%, 
which is very concerning. So come on 
Sorrento members and make an effort 
to come out and take part in your Club 
events .With more teams taking part it 
will be a better competition. 

We would welcome feedback and/or suggestions from members on how we might 
increase the number of participants for future championships.  There are other options 
such as handicapping or seeding, which have been used by other clubs, which may 
help increase numbers.  

We would really like to have your comments in order that we can improve on the 
entries for our championship games in the coming events. Contact Trevor Orton or 
Lee Leach with any thoughts you may have on this issue

Christmas Greetings
The Match Committees would like to wish all our members a happy Christmas and a 
great 2018.

– Trevor Orton and Lee Leach

queen oF sCroungers

The Queen of Scroungers was held on 22 September 2017 at Joondalup Bowling 
Club.  Charmain Harris and I represented the Sorrento Bowling Club.

It started off as a very challenging day as the winds were blowing at 40 kph and gust-
ing to 70 kph and the rain came in horizontally with a heaviness that I have not seen 
in Perth for years.  Thinking that I was going to be restricted to a day of housework 
(yuk!!), I rang the Joondalup Club and was told that ‘come hell or high water the event 
was going ahead’.

With this good news, I put the vacuum cleaner away and then rang Charmain to let 
her know that the event was on.  Charmain was at the time house-sitting in Ellenbrook 
and had a little bit more distance than I but off we went as a team with great curiosity 
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as to how the event was going to be played.

Upon arrival we were greeted with great enthusiasm from the Joondalup ladies as 
there had been many cancellations from quite a few clubs, particularly the south of the 
river clubs which was understandable given the driving conditions.  

The morning tea that had been prepared was nothing short of what a Sorrento member 
would expect, home-made scones, biscuits and a delightful array of cakes.  Then look-
ing past, we noticed two indoor carpet bowling greens had been set out on the floor 
with special bowls for the game.  It was priceless to feel the enthusiasm and to hear no 
negativity in relation to what these ladies had done from any of the competitors.

With only two greens to play on, those not playing were handed a quiz sheet and we 
united into small groups to complete the quiz. Then a break for lunch with two beauti-
ful large bowls of soup with rolls and large plates of sandwiches which would match 
any local cafe.

The final came down to a foursome for the 
play-off and we all sat around united as a 
group of ladies from different clubs but 
most importantly a group of ladies having 
great fun, united on such a miserable day.

Thank you to Tim Martin and his lovely 
wife Michelle for organising Scroungers 
every Sunday at our Club and we look 
forward to the next year’s Scroungers.

–Robyn Rowe
PS: To Sharon and the past committee, I think Charmain and I took out the fashion 
stakes with our new club tracksuits.

An ArAb And A sCotsmAn

An Arab Sheik was admitted to hospital for heart surgery. As the gentleman had 
a rare type of blood, it couldn’t be found locally, so, the call went out around the 

world.

Finally a Scot was located who had the same rare blood type. The Scot willingly 
donated his blood for the Arab. After the surgery, the Arab sent the Scotsman, as 
appreciation for giving his blood, a new BMW, diamonds and $100 000.
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A couple of days later, once again, the Arab had to go through a corrective surgery. 
His doctor telephoned the Scotsman who was more than happy to donate his blood 
again.

After the second surgery, the Arab sent the Scotsman a thank-you card and a jar of 
candies. The Scotsman was shocked that the Arab this time did not reciprocate his 
kind gesture as he had anticipated. 

He phoned the Arab and asked him: “I thought you would be generous again, that you 
would give me a BMW, diamonds and money… but you only gave me a thank-you card 
and a jar of candies”. To this the Arab replied:  “Aye laddie, but I now have Scottish 
blood in my veins”.

– Thanks to Rob Tozer for this story

AustrAliAn Women’s ChAmPion oF ChAmPions 2017

This prestigious event captioned as “THE ULTIMATE TEST to decide the Nation’s 
most consistent singles player” was held at the Darwin Bowls Club in October.

The players were: Chloe Morrison (ACT), Beth Quinlan (NSW), Colleen Orr (NT),       
Cassandra Millerick (QLD), Cassandra Harvey (SA), Jess Wallace (VIC) and our 
Pauline Bourne representing WA. Unfortunately the lady from Tasmania had to 
withdraw.

I now write this on a personal level and completely without bias, I left that to the bowls. 
Pauline was so pleased to be in Darwin to represent the Sorrento Bowling Club. I must 
say she was amazingly calm about the whole affair yet so proud of her achievements 
in getting this far.

Hopefully, one day, Sorrento 
will have a facility like this! 
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We arrived five days before the event and a couple of hours after landing at the Top 
End were at the Darwin Bowls Club where she introduced herself and requested per-
mission to roll-up. This was the beginning of an affair with members of the club, in 
particular the greenkeeper and NT representative, Colleen who was always on the 
greens honing her skills. Pauline and Colleen became quite close friends and were a 
bit pleased to find out they would play each other in the last game. It was jested that it 
would be great if that turned out to be the deciding game. 

For the next four days, one morning and one evening practice session was completed 
by Pauline using both outside and undercover greens. I must add that Darwin was 
decidedly an uncomfortable temperature to be engaging in even the slightest physical 
activity – 35 degrees in the  daytime and a night temperatures of 25 degrees plus high 
humidity was a severe challenge. Anyhow, there was Pauline and often Colleen end 
after end, not finishing until she felt the session was performed to her satisfaction. I 
felt that this amazing dedication was providing a huge confidence boost for her.

Driving to the Club on the first day of the tournament Pauline commented that her 
only wish was to win at least one match. Somehow we both felt a slight glimmer of 
confidence. Due to the withdrawal of the Tasmania the Match Committee, in their 
wisdom, had decided the day before to play all seven games under cover and each 
woman had a bye.
Pauline’s first opponent was Beth Quinlan (NSW), who has a long list of experi-
ences at both State and National levels. Beth also skipped a team in the fours at the 
Australian Open in 2015 where her team beat Pauline’s on the last end, last bowl of 
the semi final. 

Pauline took control of the game on the first end and won 21-16. Wow! Her one match 
win achieved. Game 2 was against a young gun from the ACT. Pauline was in great 
touch and got away to a comfortable lead and after surviving a mini fight back ended 
up winning 21-10. She had a bye in the last session. At the end of the day she was in 
second place with the local player with three wins. She even made the NT paper’s 
sport section on the back of the local interest for Colleen’s success.

Day 2, “Team Bourne”, that’s Pauline plus her water boy/driver, thought another win 
would be a good result. Game 1 saw her up against young player, Jess from VIC whose 
young baby and family were in the crowd. No baby crying to distract her. With the 
game at 16-16 Jess played three amazing rescue shots on three ends where Pauline 
had bowls on the jack. Game over. 21-16 to VIC. No disappointment, Pauline played 
superbly.

Game 2 was against Cassandra (QLD) yet to win a game. Down five shots I called my 
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sons to tell them Mum’s game was being streamed on Facebook, Pauline thought this 
was not a good idea. The ditch rink got the better of Pauline and Cassandra turned in a 
faultless draw bowling game and won 21-3 with the streaming moving to another rink 
quite quickly. Day’s end Pauline and five others were equal with two wins each and 
Colleen (NT) with three wins.

On the final day it was possible that any of the seven bowlers could win. Game 1 saw 
Pauline play a young Cassandra (SA) who, like Pauline, did not have the best results 
on day 2. The game was always tight but Cassandra was playing some effective driv-
ing meaning Pauline often held shot but lost the end. Result a win for SA 21-12 so 
Cassandra could win. The NT leader also lost!

Scenario for final round: Only SA who played NSW, and NT who played WA could 
win. With Pauline playing outstanding bowls, a shell-shocked Colleen (NT) kept her 
eyes on the other game that mattered. Pauline won 21-6 and if Colleen had lost scoring 
10 would still have won but her fears quickly came to an end as Cassandra (SA) lost 
21-10 to NSW.

The very popular and deserved local heroine, Colleen Orr, 
won winning four games and received her gold medallion, 
cup and invitation to wear the green and gold to represent 
Australia in next year’s World Champion of Champions 
event. 

Pauline finished 4th on aggregate with five players with 
three wins. This was, in every respect, a competition 
played with wonderful spirit and all players experiencing 
the ups and downs of this fantastic game of competitive 
bowls we love to play.  (Pauline Bourne and Colleen Orr 
pictured alongside) Well done to you all.

– Tony Bourne

PS: I was rather occupied watching every women’s game so other than the regular 
smashing of bowls, lots of driving, I can’t report accurately on the men’s games. I 
do know that when the last round was to be played there were four players capable 
of winning, Jono Davis (NSW), Lee Schraner (TAS), Barry Lester (VIC) and Clive 
Adams (WA). Sadly Breeze Howard (ACT), who was also in contention, collapsed at 
the beginning of play,  probably due to heat stress and didn’t take any further part.
Amazingly, on day one the TAS player lost his first game then failed to complete his 
second  due to heat stress. He returned on day two then won the next four games and 
thereby became the Champion as the other three players all lost. 


